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A partial list of ‘Fair Share’ * Capital Fund > 


and Increased Income Campaigns 
DIRECTED BY 


Thomas Richard Finn and Associates 


SINCE JANUARY, 1960 AND NOW IN PROCESS 
Goal Obtained 


ARIZONA 
Casa Grande... St. Anthony’s (New Church) —~--~~~----------. $125,000_____$200,000 
COLORADO : 
Canon Cit St. Michael’s (New Classrooms and ell nae 125,000. 137,611 
Coiorado ings... Holy Trinity (New Combination Church-School)_. 120,000.____. 140,600 
ILLINOIS 
share ae St. Rita of Cascia Church (New Parish Plant) _-. 350,000... 352,049 
Ottumwa__ City Parishes of Ottumwa (New Walsh High School) —- 400,000_.... 401,033 
KENTUCKY 

Ft. Thomas.___.__... St. Thomas (Weekly income increased $600 over 

that obtained from a campaign conducted by 
another firms ‘years™ago) 2t-  S ee —_...._—-—«$,400 

LOUISIANA 
TVs = Our Lady of Good Harbor (Building Program) -_. 175,000_.____ 251,869 
MASSACHUSETTS 

West Newton... _St. Bernard’s (Grade School Addition : 

and New High School) __ 500,000____. 790,000 
MISSOURI 
Ota aot; Sabina: -(NewerSchool), =... ee 65,000_______ 80,000 
NEBRASKA 
Bi Neiliis stern St. Patrick’s (Building Program) —-------.------..-.-- 300,000_______ In Process 
ots Ra eae St. Philomena’s (Increse Weekly Income) --...... From 600 to 1,225 
NEW MEXICO 
RMU rt one, wee St. Francis (New Church and Rectory) ---..-- 125,000. 128,350 
NEW Y' 
BeOtor StPatnickc Sa Ibujlaing, Program)! 2-5 wr ee ee In Process 
OHIO 
Cincinnati ast pitide’s (Schooli+Expansion)\ =. 22. weg ee 200,000.__.__.. 245,000 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Ebensburg......-.--. Holy Name (School Addition) 125,000___.. 230,135 
Lock Haven AS Immaculate Conception (New School) —....- 100,000______ 138,914 
Bee IRIOn- 2 S52 Sacred Heart (New School) —_—- 2 Open_____.. 5 

WISCONSIN . is 
Milwaukee-........-... St. Matthias (School Expansion) -----------WW- 400,000____. In Process 
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New Books for Priests 


All Lost in Wonder Sermons on Theology and Life by Walter 


J. Burghardt, S.J. Stressing dogma rather than morality, belief 
rather than conduct, and thought rather than action, these out- 
standing sermons present the richness of Catholic theology and 
its significance for contemporary living. $3.50 


The Spiritual Teaching of the New Testament 
Jules Lebreton, S.J. Translated by James E. Whalen. Guided by 
the same method he so successfully applied to the theology of 
the Trinity, Father Lebreton here presents the essentials of 
ascetical and mystical theology in its origin, in the New Testa- 
ment. $5.50 


Problems In Theology Volume II: The Commandments by 
John McCarthy, D.D., D.C.L. Canon McCarthy has compiled a list 
of questions covering every aspect and implication of the Com- 
mandments. These questions are answered with the authority, 
scholarship, and sympathy which readers have come to expect 
from this eminently qualified author. 


Volume I: The Sacraments 


Oberammergau Scene of the Passion Play. Text by Dr. Leo 


Hans Mally. Photographs by Lotte Eckener. A lavish pictorial 
guide to the German village of Oberammergau. This volume con- 
tains a wealth of magnificent photographs of the world-renowned 
Passion Play, the townspeople who take part in it, and the 
beautiful Bavarian countryside which forms its setting. $3.95 


Scripture in the Liturey by Rev. Charles Burgard. A valu- 


able book in which Father Burgard studies biblical texts in their 
liturgical setting. Everyone interested in the Church’s liturgy 
will find much material for thoughtful study and prayer in this 
work. $3.00 


Wherever good books are sold 


THE NEWMAN PRESS 
WESTMINSTER, MARYLAND 
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FEATURES 


Editorial 681 ‘Conscience of A Conservative’ 
686 Needed: A Scholastic Psychiatry 
692 Working the Highways and Byways 
697 The Mary Magdalen Controversy 
703 The Eucharistic Fast: Some Notes 
707 Father Wrote It... 
710 The Tape-Recorder Has Possibilities 
715 — Devotion v. Devotions 


DEPARTMENTS 


665 Currente Calamo 

718 The Divine Praises: With the Priest? 
721 The Stranger at the Altar 

725 Books in Review 

729 Correspondence ' 


Cover Suscipe, sancte Pater, omnipotens aeterne 
Deus, hanc immaculatam hostiam, quam 
ego indignus famulus tuus offero tibi Deo 
meo vivo et vero, pro innumerabilibus 
peccatis, et offensionibus, et negligentiis 
meis, et pro omnibus circumstantibus, sed 
et pro omnibus fidelibus christianis vivis 
atque defunctis: ut mihi, et illis proficiat 
ad salutem in vitam aeternam. Amen. 
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RAISING AVERAGE 
WEEKLY INCOME 


The resources of your parish may 
merit a higher weekly income 
than you are now achieving. 


Hugo A. Gold Company, experts 


in fund-raising, will gladly survey your 


area and make recommendations. 
Write or phone collect to either of our offices 


Exclusively Catholic 


MIDWEST OFFICE: 
821 No. Karlov Ave. 
Chicago 51, Illinois 
BElmont 5-7055 


COMPANY " WEST COAST OFFICE: 
K————__—_— 
ECCLESIASTICAL 230 First Street East 


FINANCIAL PLANNERS P.O. Box 725 


Sonoma, California 
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For Your Information 


CCORDING to NC-News, a-12- 

page pamphlet arguing that 
the canons of the Catholic Church 
are such that a Catholic Presi- 
dent of the United States could 
not uphold the Constitution and 
Bill of Rights and still remain 
true to his Faith is being printed 
in Baltimore and_ distributed 
throughout the country. 

The pamphlet is the work of 
Harry F. Borleis, partner in a 
Baltimore electroplating firm. 

Mr. Borleis has admitted that 
the “only occasion’ for the 
pamphlet, entitled ‘Catholic or 
President,” is the fact that a 
Catholic—Sen. John F. Kennedy 
of Massachusetts—is seeking the 
Democratic presidential nomina- 
tion, and that there has been 
some talk about the possibility 
that either major party might 
nominate a Catholic for Vice 
President. 

Mr. Borleis, a Lutheran and a 
Republican, said he wrote the 
pamphlet after a long study of 
the canons of the Catholic 
Church. The printing and distri- 
bution, he said, was his own idea 


entirely. 
“J feel this is my patriotic 
duty,” he said. “Someone has to 


do something about it. The condi- 
tions in Spain could happen 
here.” 

So far, at his own expense and 
without being asked, Mr. Borleis 
said, he has mailed or is in the 
process of mailing 13,000 copies 
to Masonic lodges throughout the 
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A censer... 

A match... 
and a disc of 
Se/f-Lite charcoal 
are all you need! 


SELF- LITE 


HOLDS 3 SPOONFULS 


of incense called for 
by Church Rubrics 


Order 
Self -Lite from 

your dealer today, 

or write for information. 


Char-Lite Mfg. Co. 


1715 Delmar, St. Louis 3, Mo. 


Gentlemen : 


1 
| 

] Please send me a FREE copy | 

| of the interesting folder: “The 

Incredible Story of “Self-Lite” | 

| Charcoal” and its invention by a | 

| Catholic priest. Also send list of 
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NOWILTEX COLLARS 


NEVER NEED LAUNDERING 
Fresh as Linen — Outwears Linen 


These are the advantages of our water- 
proof collars. When soiled wipe clean 
with cold water and soap—then dry. Al- 
ways fresh and new looking. Approved 
and recommended by _ the _ Religious 
throughout the world. For greater com- 
fort, economy, convenience, wear “NO- 
WILTEX.” Ask your Catholic Goods 
Dealer or write us for literature. 


The Parsons and Parsons Co. 
Est. 1879 
Dept. B, 413-415 Huron Road 
CLEVELAND 15, OHIO 


RECORDERS 
Join the C.T.G., $5 per year, 


save cost of membership 
with first order. 


Only C.T.G. offers: 
380% discount on pre-recorded 
tapes, including stereo. 

40% discount on blank tapes. 

Big discounts on equipment, 

accessories, original recording, 

tape duplicating, use of studios. 
We have largest library of 
Catholic religious tapes in 
the country, all bearing 
the imprimatur. Prices ex- 
tremely reasonable. 


Write for full details. 


CATHOLIC TAPE GUILD, INC. 


% 4448 Forest Park Bivd. 
® St. Louis 8, Mo. 
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country. Several thousand others 


have gone to news media. 

In addition, he has had orders 
for about 2,000 copies — mainly 
from Wisconsin, Illinois and Penn- 
sylvania — resulting from his of- 
fer to send anyone as many cop- 
ies, at a price as he wishes. 

An initial mailing was to be 
made to West Virginia, where 
Sen. Kennedy was embroiled in a 
primary contest in which the re- 
ligious issue came to the fore. 

Mr. Borleis said he hopes to get 
copies of his pamphlet into the 
hands of each of the delegates to 
the presidential nominating con- 
ventions of the two major par- 
ties. 

He has ordered a second print- 
ing of 20,000 copies. 

Officials of the chancery of the 
Archdiocese of Baltimore have in- 
spected the pamphlet. A spokes- 
man there said tHe initial reac- 
tion was that it was “unworthy of 
comment.” 

Mr. Borleis denied vigorously 
that this work was inspired by 
bigotry or that he is anti-Catholic. 

Rather, he said, he feels that 
while the religion of a Protestant 
or a Jew, or even an atheist’s dis- 
belief, would not interfere with 
his running of the government, a 
Catholic’s religion would. 


Just At Random 


CCORDING to U.S. News & 

World Report, some $400 mil- 
lion worth of surplus Government 
property will be given away this 
year to schools and colleges. In 
cluded are laboratory equipment 
and many supplies of the types 
needed for schools. By law, schools 
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| ON A MERRY-GO-ROUND, FATHER? 


i Do you go around in circles when trying to select 
cH the best and most economical types of insurance for 
your parish? 

Catholic Mutual’s 72 years of experience plus its 
non-profit status could be the answer to your problems. 


: Write us if you are interested in learning how this 
Church-affiliated, self-insurance fund, now serving 160 
Dioceses and Religious Orders, can improve your insur- 
H ance program. 


CATHOLIC MUTUAL RELIEF SOCIETY OF AMERICAS 
Dedicated to the. Temporal Needs of the Church 
BOX: 1155. ene OMAHA 1, NEBRASKA 
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have priority on such _ surplus 
property, but many school officials 
are unaware of the fact. A school 
official can find out how to get in 
on the program from the surplus- 
property agent in his State. 


Copies of “A Restatement of the 
Catholic Position on the School 
Question,” which appeared origi- 
nally in The Texas Catholic and 
was quoted amply in our April 
editorial, may be had gratis by 
writing to its author, Msgr. A. J. 
Sawkins, 434 Western Avenue, 
Toledo. 


Again we quote the London 
Tablet, in which D. W. tells of a 
Scottish minister who was reprov- 


STERLING 


: af 
pS 


ed for only preaching from and 


thinking about the Old Testament. 


When he was asked why he did 


not make more place in his min- | 


istry for the New, he replied: © 


“Aye, that he knew the New was 
there, and it was all very well in 
its way, but, as with other auth- 


ors, the sequel was not quite up — 


to the original work.” 


Proselytizing Protestants 


HERE are some figures taken 
from Mensaje (Message) in an 
article contributed by Father 
Vergera, S.J. We are utilizing a 
translation provided by the Chris- 
tian Century (March 2, 1960): 
“The national census figures 
are highly revealing,’ he writes. 
“In 1920 the number of Evangeli- 
cals in Chile was 54,000 or 1.4 
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SILVER 


CHALICES 


Beautiful artistry and skilled workmanship give dis- 
tinction to each Chalice in Shreve’s extensive selection. 
Prices (including paten and case) range from $125. 


SHREVE’S 


Established 1852 


Write for our 
Catalog 
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HELP. AVAILABLE — 
Experienced 


Three highly skilled “Messengers” 


assistants to religion teachers. Thoroughly experienced 


seek posts as 


in all grades from 2 through 8. Popular with boys and 
girls. Offer reliable weekly help to teachers in ex- 
plaining and clarifying questions and answers from 
appropriate Revised Baltimore catechisms for these 
different age groups. Also carry stories and articles 
based on the liturgy, Bible and Church history. Strong 
on showing practical applications of religion in terms 
boys and girls grasp and remember. Attractive appear- 
ance assures favorable, attentive reception. References 
available, Willing to locate anywhere. LOW RATES! 
Call on: the weekly Our LitTLe MEsseNcER for grades 
2 and 3; Junior CaTHo.ic MEssENGER for grades 4-6; 
and Youne Catuouic MEssENGcER for grades 6-9. For 


details and samples of Confraternity Messengers write: 


GEO. A. PFLAUM, PUBLISHER, INC. 
38 WEST FIFTH STREET, DAYTON 2, OHIO 


NEEDED 


IN SALES 


National AAA-1 | com 
- has opening in St. 7 
* surrounding arez, -~ 


Assistant to me 


ithe Grove Co. 
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per cent of the population ... In 
1952 the number was 780,000, 
around 12 per cent of the popula- 
tion. This number refers only to 
those who are officially registered 
and does not include those who 
in one way or another find them- 
selves within the Evangelical 
churches’ sphere of influence... 
If, therefore, we take into account 
only the statistical factor ... we 
can say that in less than 50 years 
all of Chile will be Evangelical.” 
Comparing Protestant and Ro- 
man Catholic activity, he points 
out that “at this moment there 
are over 3,200 Evangelical preach- 
ing stations in Chile while the 
Roman Catholic parishes number 
only 549 ... In Santiago itself 
there are 152 Roman Catholic 
parishes while the Evangelicals 
have three times as many preach- 
ing places . . . The majority of 
Chileans call themselves Catholics 
and have their children baptized 
(87 per cent according to the 
1952 census). Of this number 
very few practice their religion— 
probably 15 to 20 per cent. The 
remainder, or about 70 per cent, 
are nominal Catholics and it is 
among them that the Evangelical 
churches achieve progress.” 


1 


According to the Christian Cen- 
tury, Father Vergara describes 
two reasons for Evangelical 
achievement, one of a_ practical — 
nature, the other more theoretical. 
He cites an explanation based on ~ 
the practical needs met by the 
Evangelical churches: 


“We often hear, ‘When I was 
out of work they found something 
for me to do,’ or ‘when I was 
sorely in need the Evangelicals 
came to me,’ or ‘When I was sick 
they prayed for my recovery.” 


In the second area Vergara 
speaks of the “sentiment of the 
people, particularly of the hum- 
bler classes who yearn for God.” 
He adds: “I have heard it said 
many a time: ‘I did not know the 
Gospels, never felt saved until I 
came in contact with the Evange- 
licals.’ ” 


James Gordon Bennett 


WE were somewhat surprised to 

learn in reading a sketch 
of the life of James Gordon Ben- 
nett that he was a Catholic. We 
had thought of him only as the 
founder, at the same time, of the 
New York Herald and of modern 
journalism. We learned that he 
had been educated as a Catholic, 
though later he turned against 


INTROIBO AD ALTARE DEl 


. . » begins the prayer and sacri- 
fice of the priest and his parish- 
ioners. 


Such is the theme of the new liturgical series 
by Father Emeric Lawrence, 0O.S.B., of St. 
John’s Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota, start- 
ing in the July, 1960 issue of THE VOICE 
OF ST. JUDE 

Every priest will find a wealth of instruc- 
tional and sermon material. The 12 install- 
ments focus on how the real meaning of the 
Mass can inform the daily life of every priest 
and layman, 

THE VOICE OF ST. JUDE now offers a 
special annual subscription rate of $3—a 25% 
saving. Write now! 


THE VOICE OF ST. JUDE 
221 WEST MADISON STREET 


~CHICAGO 6, ILLINOIS DEPT. 988 
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One of a series designed to acquaint you with some of the principles 


which guide us. 


ON BUSINESS ETHICS 


Catholics . . . have already done much .. . But let them 
also look to the long-time, deeper-seated, and harder task of 
allowing the likeness of the Saviour of the world to shine 
through our country’s economic institutions. Let them begin 
with their own work ... and their own relations to pro- 
perty, to employees, to employers, to customers, to their 
corporation and organization associates. Let the spirit of 
Christ shine there . . . We are ever under call to do more 
and more and as one tries the best he can to live his Catho- 
lic morals, to try also to remold the institutions that sur- 
round work, ownership and trade to the image of the 
Saviour of the world ... “The human and Christian, in 
contrast to the purely commercial and pagan, ethics of 
industry,” .... will both cure our country of our present 
malady and prevent its cruel recurrence. 


THE HIERARCHY OF THE UNITED STATES 
NOVEMBER 12, 1930 


INS 
Ww LAWSON ASSOCIATES 


ee 
Home Office: 
53 North Park Avenue, Rockville Centre, New York, Rockville Centre 6-8000 


Branches: 
3545 Lindell Boulevard 24 North Wabash Avenue 101 Jones Building 
St. Louis, Missouri Chicago 2, Illinois Seattle, Washington 
Jefferson 5-6022 Financial 6-4504 Mutual 2-3691 


430 West Monroe Street 2015 J Street 624-736 Granville Street 
Jacksonville 2, Florida Sacramento 14, California Vancouver, B. C. 
Elgin 3-3226 Hickory 6-5759 Mutual 4-2618 
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Are you looking for a 


PUBLISHER? 


If you have completed a book- 
length manuscript, you may be 
interested in our special pub- 
lishing plan. Under this pro- 
gram, many doctors, lawyers, 
executives, clergymen and 
scholars have seen their work 
published, promoted and mark- 


eted on a dignified, profession- 
al basis. All subjects considered 


—medicine, history, _ fiction, 
poetry, etc. Send for our free 
40-page_ illustrated brochure 
today. Ask for Booklet TP. 


Vantage Press, Inc. 


120 WEST 31st STREET, N. Y. 1 


In Calif.: 6253 Hollywood Blvd., 
Hollywood 28. 


ERE 


FOR MALE VOICES 


MISSA 
MARIALIS 


four-part alternating with popolo 
by Richard Ginder 
A virile Mass, easily performed 


Ideal for seminaries 
and other communities of men 


J. FISCHER & BRO. 


HARRISTOWN ROAD 
GLEN ROCK, N. J. 


ROSES 
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his Church, apparently because — 
his younger brother, a seminar- — 
ian, had died during his period — 
of study and Bennett, an ardent | 
and persistent hater, 
blame the Church itself for the 
death. That would have been like 
him. 

Still, as his life drew to a close, 
he summoned Archbishop McClus- 
key, made his confession, and re- 
ceived the last sacraments. Also, 
he is said to have left large be- 
quests to the Catholic Church. 

As for his influence on journal- 
ism, with its hard hitting sensa- 
tionalism, the heavy emphasis on 
sex, the rude intrusion on any 
kind of privacy, we’re afraid that 
his arch-enemy of the Tribune, 
Horace Greely, must get the last 
word: “He developed the capaci- 
ties of journalism in a most won- 
derful way but he did it by de- 
grading its character. He made 
the newspaper powerful, but he 
made it odious.” 


Loisy 


WE asked our long-time contri- 
butor and esteemed con- 
frere, Fr. Lelen, to send us some- 
thing of his recollections of his 
old “prof,” Fr. Loisy. We enclose 
the following for your interest 
and information: 

Never to be forgotten are the 
first words of a lecture Loisy gave 
us at the “Institute” in 1893. He 
looked at several volumes on his 
desk, and then, brusquely, in the 
plain voice of a country pastor: 
“Here,” he said, “is a book by so 
and so, and that one by so and 
so.” And then reverently taking 
a Bible in his hands, he added: 
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VERDIN 


- presents 


VERDIN ELECTRONIC CARILLONS 


The ultimate in electronic bell 
music. Magnificent tones of 
great swinging bells. Com- 
pletely automatic 168-hour 
programs of carillons and 
bells for all services. Mod- 
erate cost. 


VERDIN GENUINE BRONZE BELLS 


An achievement in bell crafts- 
[3 manship! Perfect in pitch, 
overtone, depth, and intens- 
ity. Carillons, chimes, peals, 
and single bells available. No 
finer bells are made. 


VERDIN AUTOMATIC 


automatically for full 168- 
freedom for pastors. Prese 


GET RID OF THE BELL ROPE! Verdin rings all bells 


BELL RINGING 


hour program. New 
nt bells can be used. 


Send for folder THE J. T. VERDIN CO. © 555 DANDRIDGE STREET 
The Bell Ringers CINCINNATI 10, OHIO 
of America New York Office: 1671 E. 55th St., Brooklyn 34, N. Y. 


CARILLONS - CHIMES - PEALS 
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“And this one by God: Deum 
habet Auctorem. It will be the 
subject of our studies and investi- 
gations.” His pupils were under 
the impression — so great in some 
circles was his fame — that they 
were listening to a “future Fa- 
ther of the Church.” It was also 
his hope which he confided to one 
of us. 


Such was not to be his destiny. 
Not many months after, because 
of wilful errors which he refused 
to retract, Loisy was dismissed 
from his Chair. And then began 
the downfall of a man, as pure as 
an angel, as proud as Satan. 

Superbia vitae! Loisy read Ren- 
an and became infected with the 
brilliant sophistry of that demi- 
savant. He aimed at a renaissance 


Vase 


Crystal Clear Glass 
Flower Vase Measuring 
18” high 
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RAYMOND DEREUME RELIGIOUS GLASSWARE 


Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania 


SOLD BY ALL RELIGIOUS GOODS DEALERS 


of Renan, he whose expectation 
was “to die a Father of the 
Church.” It was his boast that he 
was born February 28th, “34 
years to the day after Renan.” 
He imbibed the virus of German 
higher critique. He let the seeds ~ 
of scepticism enter his soul, con- 
cerning the authority of the Bible, 
and the divinity of Christ. The 
pity of it! Doubt darkened unto 
unbelief; shade after shade went 
grimly over his soul, till he had 
the fixed, starless black. On No- 
vember list, 1906, he celebrated 
his last Mass. 

Soon le obtained a Chair at the 
“Ecole des Hautes Etudes,” the 
paradise of unbelievers; right roy- 
al was his reception. 

In July, 1926, I tried to meet 
Loisy in his little cottage near 
Paris. I went there, but was re- 
fused admittance. I begged his 


servant to tell him that “long had 


Madonna 


Manufactured of the finest 
Clear Lead Crystal. Ma- 
donna measures 9” tall. 
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AMAZINGLY LOW PRICES ON 
BREVIARY AND ALTAR MISSAL: 


MISSALE ROMANUM oer xa 


First grade red morocco, gold stamping, gold 
insides, red under gold edges (binding #17) 
Regularly priced: $55.00 


SPECIAL PRICE: $19.00 


No. 28 
BREVIARIUM ROMANUM 


18mo (*%4” x 4” x 6%”’) 
New psalter 
First grade black morocco, red under gold 
edges (binding #1903) 
Regularly priced: $54.00 


SPECIAL PRICE: $18.00 


Note: These editions 


do not contain the New Holy Week Liturgy, the 
latest feasts (Pius X, Queenship of Mary, St. Joseph 
the Worker) are bound in the back of the volumes 
instead of being bound in their proper places. The 
books are in perfect material condition and are 
expected to be still usable, although with some 
inconvenience, when the revised editions come out. 


RUSH YOUR ORDER, The Quantity is Limited 


DESCLEE CO.. INC. 


280 Broadway, New York 7, N.Y. 
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"FATHER DO YOUR TEENAGERS 
CAUSE YOU HEADACHES? 


THE CURE ?... 
() @ 
hi-tiume 

the Weekly Text for your parish 
CCD Class for high school stu- 
dents. 

Published with Ecclesiastical Ap- 
proval. 

Headliners for 1960-61: “The Apos- 
tles Creed” by Father Anthony 
Dorn; “A Comparative Study of Re- 
ligion” by Father Gustave A. Wei- 
gel, S.J. 

Plus: Minute Meditations, Father 
Madden Answers Letters, Next Sun- 
days Epistle, Personalities in 


Church History, Virtues, Movie and 
TV Previews. 


With the GUIDE LINE which en- 
ables the busy teacher of Religion 
to prepare the lesson with a mini- 
mum of time and effort. 
A new MANUAL will help you 
recruit, organize and teach your 
CCD Classes for high school 
students. This—in addition to the 
GUIDE LINE—available, gratis, to 
bulk subscribers. 
34 Weekly Issues (in bulk lots to 
one address) only $2.00 per sub- 
scription. Less than 6c a copy. 
Write for courtesy copies and out- 
line brochure—at no obligation to 
you. 

HI-TIME Publishers, Inc. 
Box 293, Milwaukee 13, Wisconsin 
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been my journey to see him. | 


Masters do not reject their dis- 
ciples.” The door was shut on me. 
I saw him in his garden; he was 
feeding the chickens. A former 


country pastor, he still looked the — 


son of the soil he had been as 2 
child. I wished that he had re- 
mained on the farm. 

By study and prayer I had 
equipped myself for an interview 
with Loisy. Reverently and lov- 
ingly, sacerdos ad sacerdotem, I 
would. have whispered the text 
that he knew so well: “Brother 
Saul, the Lord Jesus who appear- 
ed to thee on thy journey has 
sent me that thou mayest recover 
thy sight.” 

Loisy in 1926 had still a rem- 
nant of Christian Faith, for, once 
acquired, it is impossible to lose 
the gift of Faith completely. I 
think he would not have dared to 
face the image of the Crucified 
for fear to see blood flowing from 
the wounds. But the fact is that 
I did not meet him. It may so hap- 
pen that being then a “vitandus”’ 
he did not want me to be cen- 
sured by my superiors. He never 
was a proselytizer nor a perver- 
ter. 

Alred Loisy has now  pas- 
sed ex tenebris et imaginibus in 
veritatem Det. He died in June, 
1940. May God have mercy on 
him and on us all. He failed to 
feel that only “obedient souls 
shall speak of victory”; and that 
to obedience life owes its happi- 
ness, faith its acceptance, creation 
its continuance. 


Odds & Ends 


LAYMAN has asked us to 
help him find a retired priest 
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seeking room, bath, privacy, se- 
clusion, and a 60-mile view — 
someone with limited funds. Ad- 
dress: Mr. Paul Brindel, 133 Mae- 


4} stro Road, Novato, Calif. 
* * 


From one of the two London 
papers published on Sundays — 
The Times or The Observer — 
“Pasquin,” columnist in the Cath- 
olic Universe, quotes the follow- 
ing expression of a cultured mind: 

“As a little girl she was at one 
point such a religious fanatic that 
her mother feared she might be- 


‘yy come a nun.” 


This reminds “Pasquin” of the 
definition of a religious fanatic 


' coined by someone during the 


Spanish civil war: 

“A person who goes into a 
Catholic church without the in- 
tention of blowing it up.” 
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See our representative . 
Behind the Huntington Drum. He has 
solutions for your maintenance prob- 
lems that can reduce labor costs and 
save you money. His experience is 
backed by a company which has de- 
voted more than 40 years to testing 
and developing good products for bet- 
ter maintenance and sanitation. 


Fr. Jogues Chiocco, O.F.M.Cap., 
is compiling a catalogue of priests 
and religious who are amateur 
radio operators. Address him at 
the St. Anthony Friary, Lowell 
Road, Hudson, N.H. 


The Irish Digest reports that a 
generous parishioner has donated 
a new loud-speaker to his church 
in fond memory of his wife. 


He Saved 
the Cathedral 


\[OWADANS people must think 

of ‘the San Francisco earth- 
quake as being rather ancient his- 
tory, but there are still people liv- 
ing for whom it happened only 
yesterday, and 25 years ago, in the 
seminary, there was still a fairly 
ample fund of anecdotes retold by 
the boys from St. Joseph’s, Mt. 


sound way to cut 
maintenance costs 


. . the Man 


HUNTINGTON & LABORATORIES 
HUNTINGTON, INDIANA 
Philadelphia 35 


In Canada: Toronto 2 
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View and St. 
Park. 


Patrick’s, Menlo 


The thing happened just before 
six on Wednesday morning, April 
18, 1906. One student recalled a 
story of an eminent Sulpician ori- 
entalist, flying down the steps and 
into the yard, his chasuble out 
stiff behind him. Although he has 
retired from teaching, the priest is 
still active in his field, 


“Holiday” featured a long and 
fascinating account of the tragedy 
in its May issue. The quake snap- 
ped the San Francisco watermains, 
with the result that the blazes 
which started in various quarters 
of the city had everything pretty 
much their own way. They could 
be checked only with dynamite. 
There was total chaos for three 
days. 


But one observer, a Miss Austin, 
saw Father Charles Ramm in the 
red-brick belfry of St. Mary’s Ca- 
thedral. A blazing stick had caught 
there, and he was using an ax to 
cut the burning timbers out. She 
watched “the figure of the priest 
chopping steadily at the tower 
with the constrained small move- 
ment of a mechanical toy... ” 
But he saved his cathedral. 


This is apparently the same 
Msgr. Ramm who wrote the beau- 
tiful exhortation to the bride and 
groom found in the old Ritual: 
“My dear friends: You are about 
to enter into a union which is 
most sacred and most serious.” It 
is far superior to the one in the 
new Collectio Rituum. In fact, one 
wonders how anyone could have 
presumed to think it needed im- 
proving. We are still using it: 
“Henceforth you will belong en- 
tirely to each other; you will be 
one in mind, one in heart, and one 
in affections.” Throughout it has 
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the sublime quality of the King 
James Bible. 


Msgr. Charles Ramm must have 
been quite a man. We regret that_ 
he was of another generation, that 
we could not meet him. Could he 
have been born some centuries © 
earlier, one feels, he might have ~ 
taken his place alongside James, 
and Paul, and Thomas. 


23rd or 24th: 
Take Your Choice 


CCORDING to a writer in The 
Jurist, individual Catholics 
are free to decide for themselves 
whether they will observe the 
pre-Christmas fast on Dec. 23 or 
24. Father Henry J. Dziadosz, res- 
ident chaplain at Ambhurst Col- 
lege, South Woodstock, Conn., 
says that in transferring the fast 
from the 24th to the 23rd, the 
Sacred Congregation of the Coun- 
cil granted individuals “the privi- 
lege of choosing to fast and ab- 
stain either on the 23rd or on the 
24th of December.” 


Other canonists hold that Rome 
intended to fix the fast on the 
23rd, arguing that although the 
Holy Father intended the change 
as a favor, it is a favor that all 
must accept. Here is the decree 
itself: 

“Acquiescing to the desires of 
many bishops from many nations, 
Pope John XXIII, by the present 
decree of the Sacred Congrega- 
tion of the Council, is pleased to 
grant to all the Catholics the fa- 
vor henceforth of anticipating the 
obligation of abstinence and fast 
of December 24, the vigil of the 
Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
on December 23.” 


So now you can make up your 
own mind. ... 
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the parents of the children in your 
parish school could know just half 
of what is covered in this booklet 
. . . they would be more coopera- 
tive . . . your teachers would be 
happier and you will have. strong 
support for your parish school. 


Catholic Management Journal says .. . 


“It would be a good 
idea to give this 
pamphlet to parents 
enrolling their children 

in Catholic schools for 
the first time. As a pas- 
tor with a school, Fa- 
ther Chiodini explains 
those “little” things +that 
only parents can do to 
help their children ge 
clongy in “schools ers 


SOME OF THE 
CHAPTER HEADINGS 


eHow Bright Is Your Child? 
eThe First Day of School 
e Obedience Must Come From 
the Home eHow the School 
Is Operated e¢Parish Boun- 
daries eSchool Customs 
eSome Facts About School 
Costs e¢Tuition—School Bus 


COVERED IN THE 40 PAGES 


25 cents per copy 


Quantity Discounts 


25 % 30% 35% 
$10.00 $50.00 $100.00 


orders orders orders 
Postage Paid on All Shipments 


AVE MARIA PRESS 


Notre Dame, Indiana 
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AVE MARIA 


AVE MARIA is the only Catholic magazine that presents, 
for your people, instruction with continuity. At least twice each 
year, a series of articles gives week by week instruction, on 


specific subjects . . . without interruption. 


Beginning this Fall (with the September 24 issue) a special 
series on the sacraments will be presented to readers of 
AVE MARIA. Given in simple language and written with 
your parishioners in mind . . . all the things you want them to 


know about the sacraments and the sacramental life. 


BEGINNING BAPTISM THE MASS: as a sacrament 
24 September CONFIRMATION THE MASS: as a sacrifice 
1960 PENANCE EXTREME UNCTION 
MARRIAGE HOLY ORDERS 


SPECIAL: This series authored by 
eight Holy Cross Priests from the 


University of Notre Dame. =e) 


Make AVE MARIA available in your parish. 


‘¢ 


Write for details of our “‘no risk” 
PARISH DISTRIBUTION PLAN. 


— Notre Dame, Indiana 
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‘Conscience of a Conservative’ 


Seer Barry Goldwater has 

brought out under the title 
The Conscience of a Conserva- 
tive (Victor Publishing Co., 
Shepherdsville, Ken., $8.00) a 
rather brief résumé of his po- 
sition as the nation’s leading 
conservative politician. Drawn 
from various speeches, radio 
and TV broadcasts, and notes 
made over a number of years, 
this book aims at bridging the 
gap between theory and prac- 
tice. Brief it is (123 pages), but 
frank, hard-hitting and refresh- 
ingly candid. One might add, 
also, highly controversial, for 
it runs counter to the great 
mass of contemporary ideas and 
ideals labeled somewhat vague- 
ly as “liberal.” We do not find 
ourselves entirely in agreement 
with Senator Goldwater, par- 
ticularly in the realm of politi- 
cal philosophy, but we certain- 
ly feel that everyone should 
ponder his case against the wel- 
fare state, excessive centraliza- 
tion, big government and vast 
spending, since by far the most 
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cogent part of the book is his 
attack against current evils in 
the field of practical govern- 
ment. 

One might perhaps consider 
The Conscience of a Conserva- 
tive a somewhat negative rather 
than a positive treatment but 
this by no means implies con- 
demnation. What we need to- 
day, certainly, is cool criticism 
and hard-headed appraisal as 
well as genuine idealism which 
can, alas, be wild-eyed and at 
times incredibly naive. America 
has often been called a “prag- 
matic” nation but Senator 
Goldwater turns up convincing 
evidence that too many pro- 
posed solutions to world prob- 
lems lack precisely one thing: 
practical consideration of 
whether or not they are work- 
able. As a realist, Senator Gold- 
water weighs and appraises and 
likes not what he finds. 

Thus he offers enlightening 
analyses of the perils of power, 
of states’ rights and civil rights, 
freedom for the farm and for 
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labor, the question of taxation 
and excessive spending, the 
problems involved in the wel- 
fare state and federal educa- 
tion, and, lastly, the Soviet 
menace. The picture that em- 
erges is not a reassuring one; 
further, it is a picture quite at 
variance for the most part with 
that presented by the majority 
of propagandists. 


Conservative Principles 


We say “majority” and here 
we tend to disagree with the 
Senator for the first time. In 
a forward he tells us that 
“America is fundamentally a 
conservative nation. The pre- 
ponderant judgment of the 
American people, espeeially of 
the young people, is that the 
radical, or Liberal, approach 
has not worked and is not 
working. They yearn for a re- 
turn to Conservative princip- 
les.’ We would certainly wish 
that this was so but we can- 
not explain the successes of the 
“liberals” if the Senator be 
right. He himself raises the 
question, “Why have American 
people been unable to translate 
their views into appropriate ac- 
tion? Why should the nation’s 
underlying allegiance to Con- 
servative principles have failed 
to produce corresponding deeds 
in Washington?” What we find 
lacking is this underlying al- 
legiance to Conservative prin- 
ciples. We think, too, that the 
prevailing politicians have, in- 
deed, succeeded in translating 
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the views of the people into 
political action. The Conserva- 
tive has simply failed to put 
over his own point of view in 
an effective and moving way 
so that in today’s world he is 
largely impotent. Books like 
Senator Goldwater’s are im- 
portant chiefly because .they 
are eloquent expressions of the 
merits and advantages of the 
Conservative attitude. For this 
reason we hope his work has 
a wide circulation. 


Senator Goldwater views 
conservatism as a comprehen- 
sive outlook on life which does 
not tend to narrow life down to 
materialistic economics. On the 
other hand he finds the modern 
liberal regarding the satisfac- 
tion of economic wants as the 
dominant mission of society. 
The liberal is a man in a hurry 
whose characteristic approach 
is to harness society’s political 
and economic forces into a col- 
lective effort to compel prog- 
ress. But, he argues, man can- 
not be economically free or 
even economically efficient if 
he is politically enslaved. To be 
dependent upon the state for 
his economic needs makes any 
real freedom illusory. 


This is to put a wholesome 
emphasis once more on the in- 
dividual, not in any kind of 
nineteenth century individual- 
ism, but in a spirit of person- 
alism. What has happened is 
that the pendulum has swung 
from one extreme to another, 
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from the laissez-faire abuses 
which the Popes have resound- 
ingly condemned to a modern 
_ socialism which, we think, also 
falls under papal ban so far as 
its basic thought is concerned. 
Senator Goldwater would make 
this a pivotal point: “Every 
man, for his individual good 
_and for the good of his society, 
is responsible for his own de- 
velopment. The choices that 
govern his life are choices that 
he must make: they cannot be 
made by any other human be- 
ing, or by a collectivity of 
human beings.” In practice the 
problem is to make politics em- 
erge as “the art of achieving 
the maximum amount of free- 
dom for individuals that is con- 
sistent with the maintenance 
of social order.’”’ We would pre- 
fer the phrase the common good 
and here we feel that Senator 
Goldwater has perhaps slipped 
too far to the right. 


Positive Government 


In his criticism of Larson’s 
A Republican Looks at His 
Party he censures this proposi- 
tion that the “underlying phil- 
osophy” of the New. Republic- 
anism is “if a job has to be done 
to meet the needs of the people, 
and no one else can do it, then 
it is the proper function of the 
federal government.” The Sen- 
ator considers this an “unquali- 
fied repudiation of the prin- 
ciple of limited government.” 
We cannot agree. The govern- 
ment is not a negative but a 
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positive thing. It is the fallacy 
of extreme individualism to 
consider that government best 
which governs least. This is to 
restrict government so string- 
ently that it cannot perform 
its proper task of overseeing 
the common good. Historically 
Senator Goldwater may be cor- 
rect in his view of the consti- 
tution as ‘fa system of restraints 
against the natural tendency of 


_ government to expand in the 


direction of absolutism.” But 
we would consider this only 
half a definition which leaves 
out all the positive functions of 
the state. 


Of course what has actually 
happened is the rise and rapid 
dissemination of a contrary 
view that that government is 
best which governs most. Sen- 
ator Goldwater is eloquent in 
exposing this error. He rightly 
dreads the natural tendency of 
men who possess some power to 
take unto themselves more 
power — “The tendency leads 
eventually to the acquisition of 
all power, whether in the hands 
of one or many makes little 
difference to the freedom of 
those. left on the outside.” As 
he sees it the framers of the 
constitution were well aware 
of the danger posed by self- 
seeking demagogues whereas 
too many of us-seem to be blind 
to that danger. The founding 
fathers were afraid that’ a ma- 
jority of the people might be 
persuaded to confer on govern- 
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ment vast powers in return for 
deceptive promises of economic 
gain. The framers were not vis- 
ionaries at all, but a lot of us 
have turned out to be such. He 
tells the story of the woman 
who asked Benjamin Franklin 
at the close of the Constitution- 
al Convention, “what have you 
given us?” and of Franklin’s 
reply, ‘fa Republic, if you can 
keep it!” Goldwater makes it 
clear that the system of re- 
straints imposed by the found- 
ing fathers has fallen into dis- 
repair. The federal government 
has moved into every field in 
which it believes its services 
are needed. 

State governments are either 
excluded from their rightful 
functions by federal preemp- 
tion or they are allowed to act 
at the suffrance of the federal 
government. Inside the federal 
government, both the executive 
and judicial branches have 
roamed far outside their con- 
stitutional boundary lines. “The 
result is a Leviathan, a vast 
national authority,” notes the 
Senator, “out of touch with the 
people, and out of their con- 
trol. This monolith of power 
is bounded only by the will of 
those who sit in high places.” 


The Bigger 


As a result, federal spending 
is now approaching a hundred 
billion dollars a year, compared 
with three and one-half billion 
less than three decades ago. A 
study recently conducted by the 
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Chicago Tribune showed that 
the federal government is now 
the “biggest land owner, prop- 
erty manager, renter, mover 
and hauler, medical clinician, 
lender, insurer, mortgage brok- 
er, employer, debtor, taxer and 
spender in all history.” Nearly 
a third of earnings are taken 
each year in the form of taxes. 
The farmer is told how much 
wheat he can grow; the busi- 
nessman is hampered by a maze 
of government regulations and 
even at times by direct govern- 
ment competition; the wage 
earner is often at the mercy 
of national union leaders who 
thave seized power as direct 
consequence of loose-knit fed- 
eral labor legislation; increas- 
ingly the government sets 
standards of education, health 
and safety. 


To what purpose? Who a- 
mong us has benefitted? Not 
the farmer, not the business- 
man, not the wage earner, not 
the teacher or the child in the 
school, or the ill and the aged 
— if the huge complicated 
machinery of government 
breaks down under its own 
crippling weight. 


It is probably fortunate for 
our peace of mind that we can- 
not foresee the future. The 
present writer, too, is likely 
enough too pessimistic. But one 
wonders how these trends can 
be stopped once they get under 
way. It seems, to look back, 
that they must run their course. 
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Complexity and sheer huge- 
ness seem to feed on them- 
selves. Even now, we are faced 
with the nationalization of the 
school system with bills that 
would bypass local and state 
control in favor of centraliza- 
tion. More mysterious figures 
would operate out of Washing- 
ton, not answerable to the 
voter. What with the FCC, the 
ICC, the TVA, the FPC, to men- 
tion only a few anonymous 
boards of control which come 
to mind, where will it all end? 


Senator Goldwater would re- 
turn to the doctrine of states’ 
rights. So would we. But how? 
He argues plausibly that no one 
knows better than New Yorkers 
how much and what kind of 
publicly-financed slum clear- 
ance in New York City is need- 
ed and can be afforded. Who 
knows better than Nebraskans 
whether that state has an ad- 
equate nursing program? He 
points out that the money comes 
out of the pockets of the New 
Yorkers and the Nebraskans 
and that it is returned to them 
minus a broker’s fee taken by 
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federal bureaucracy and minus 
their power of exercising con- 
trol. But not enough people 
seem to care and that’s why we 
do not find that America is . 
fundamentally a conservative 
nation. 

Alexis de Tocqueville, whom 
the Senator considers the most 
clairvoyant political observer of 
modern times, saw the danger 
when he visited this country in 
the 1830’s. Even then he fore- 
saw decay for a society that 
tended to put more emphasis 
on its democracy than on its 
republicanism. He _ predicted 
that America would produce, 
not tyrants but “guardians.” 
And that the American people 
would console themselves for 
being in tutelage by the re- 
flection that they had chosen 
their own guardians. Every 
man allows himself to be put in 
lead-strings because he sees 
that it is not a person nor a 
class of persons, but the people 
at large that hold the end of 
his chain.” 


Let us hope that for once de 
Tocqueville was wrong.—G.J.G. 


Love Letters 


“The Vatican Library service is a recurring eye-opener for 
applicants everywhere. A non-Catholic friend of mine who 
needed to examine Henry VIII’s letters to Anne Boleyn, was 
enabled not only to do so with the absolute minimum of official 
fuss but to procure photostat copies. It seems that the Fat Boy 
was genuinely in Jove, pro tem. How Henry’s 17 letters, in 
French and English, got to Rome is still a mystery.”—Pasquin, 


in the London Universe. 
August / 1960 
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Needed: 


A Scholastic Psychiatry 


MARTIN E. GOUNLEY, C.SS.R. 


F we are to believe a recent 

release of the Newspaper En- 
terprise Association, there are 
less than 10,000 psychiatrists 
in the United States. Of these 
10,000 only about 1,000 are 
“honest-to-couch” psychoanal- 
ysts. We are further informed 
that in any given week there 
are about 5,000 patients who 
submit themselves to the magic 
couch. In spite of these meager 
statistics and the comparative 
short history of psychiatry and 
psychoanalysis, professionals 
and pseudo-intellectuals have 
so sold the general public on 
psychiatry that it has become, 
as the NEA heads its release, a 
“part of the U.S. way of life.” 

The technical terms of psy- 
chiatry and psychoanalysis have 
become a part of our ordinary 
language and psychiatric situ- 
ations ‘are an accepted ele- 
ment of the fare of stage and 
screen. And, what may be con- 
sidered the final seal of popular 
acceptance, psychiatry and 
psychoanalysis have added an- 
other source of material for our 
professional comedians. 

History records few such feats 
of colossal salesmanship. And 
the wonder grows when one 
stops to realize that the accepted 
prophets of this new way of 
life resolutely contradict one 
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another in their basic philoso- 
phies of life, their germinal 
concepts, their pathology and 
therapy. They vie with one an- 
other in constructing eye-catch- 
ing and high-sounding terms for 
man’s “psychic mechanism,” its 
processes and its aberrations. 
They pose as scientists but their 
“findings” and recommenda- 
tions rest heavily upon. their 
respective imaginations and in- 
genuity. 

To the interested outsider it’s 
all gloriously confusing and, if 
there were no serious implica- 
tions, it would be delightfully 
amusing. But it is far from 
amusing to realize the fact that 
the progeny of Freud would 
make of their master a modern 
Moses who has passed down to 
us from the soaring heights of 
his fabulous intelligence a new 
decalogue to plot the paths of a 
meaningful, sane and fruitful 
life. And on their map of life 
religion is a “mass-delusion”’ 
and its practice a distinct form; 
of neurosis. 

More and more frequently 
parish priests are reminded in 
books and periodicals of the 
necessity of familiarizing them- 
selves with modern, dynamic 
psychology and psychiatry at 
least to the extent that they get 
a clear picture of their general 
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outline, methods, findings and 


accomplishments. They are 
warned that without such 
knowledge they are in real 


danger of judging too severely 
the responsibility for human 
acts which have an emotional 
content. Confessors and spiritual 
directors are labeled remiss in 
their duties if they neglect to 
cast their counselling in the 
mold of modern psychology and 
psychiatry. 


A Recent Book 


One such book is Counselling 
the Catholic by George Hag- 
maier, C.S.P., and Robert Glea- 
son, S.J., published by Sheed 
& Ward. This book has been re- 
ceived with great acclaim. And 
the fact that it is already in its 
second or third printing, though 
published only last year, is con- 
vincing evidence that our parish 
priests are more than willing to 
assimilate whatever can be of 
help to them in their care of 
souls. The book is meant to help 
the priest through the mazes of 
dynamic psychiatry to the adop- 
tion of newly discovered meth- 
ods of counselling the Catholic. 


I have been asked to review 
this book of Fathers Hagmaier 


-and Gleason. To give an ade- 


quate appraisal would require 
no less than a whole issue of 
this magazine. In the few pages 
available all that can be done is 
to single out and evaluate what 
is basic to the whole book. 


In the Introduction the 
authors set themselves two pur- 
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poses in its composition: ‘to 
build attitudes (authors’ italics) 
about the problem-solving pro- 
cess itself” and “to build a 
counselling philosophy” (italics 
inserted). The attitudes to be 
built, as one gathers from the 
reading of the book, are aware- 
ness of emotional elements in 
human acts which are objective- 
ly sinful and the possible in- 
fluence of emotion or passion 
upon deliberation, together with 
prudence, patience, understand- 
ing and long-suffering kindness 
in dealing with the emotionally 
disturbed. 

The purpose of instilling such 
attitudes in those who have the 
care of souls is certainly admir- 
able. Much of the practical ad- 
vice. given by the authors is 
highly commendable. The same 
praise, however, cannot be given 
to the philosophy that the 
authors set out, as they say, to 
build up. It is not built up; it is 
taken bodily from the phantas- 
mogoria of Freud and presented 
as self-evident and to be taken 
for granted. 


The Id 


The authors adopt Freud’s id 
and superego into their philoso- 
phy but how much of the con- 
notations and implications of 
those terms as used by Freud 
they make their own is nowhere 
made clear. They define their 
id as “a primal surge of living 
energy or force which is with- 
out consciousness, beyond ra- 
tionality and will, outside of 
place and time. These drives, 
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urgings, and desires are making 
themselves felt in varied and 
perpetual kinds of activity.” 
That’s hazy enough as to ad- 
mit of all kinds of interpreta- 
tions. 


The superego which Freud 
imagined as a built-in censor 
whose domain is the vestigial 
remains of the emotional ex- 
periences of countless genera- 
tions of one’s forebears plus 
one’s pool of infantile repres- 
sions, the authors deck with the 


title ‘unconscious conscience” 
as distinguished from one’s 
“conscious conscience.” And 


they take it for granted, as if 
it were an established fact, that 
all emotional aberrations are 
psychogenic and none somato- 
genic except, of course, such as 
are clearly the consequence 
either of an accident to or dis- 
ease of the biological organism, 
or the effect of the introduction 
of poisonous substances into 
the cerebrospinal system. 


Now, Counselling the Catho- 
lic, as the authors mention in 
their Introduction, is “intended 
for Catholic priests and semi- 
narians.” Our seminarians are 
drilled in:scholastic psychology, 
and scholastic psychology is the 
stock in trade of our priests who 
have the care of souls. The 
authors label the dynamic psy- 
chology which they portray a 
‘new science.” Is it so “new” 
that it is totally cut off from 
scholastic psychology? If science 
at all, it is an empirical science. 
But an empirical science should 
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have a rational, philosophic 
basis to which it is related as an 
outgrowth, development 
application. 


Freud postulated such a phil- © 


osophic basis which injected in- 
to all his concepts definite con- 
notations and implications. Un- 
fortunately we cannot adopt his 
philosophical basis because it is 
materialistic and _ atheistic. 
Scholastic psychology either can 
or cannot serve as a rational, 
philophic basis for the ‘“‘find- 
ings” and methods of the new 
dynamic psychology and psy- 
chiatry. If it cannot, then that 
should be clearly stated so that 
the priest reader may put aside 
what he remembers of scholas- 
tic psychology lest it block his 
understanding of this “new” 
science. 


Confusing Jargon 


If scholastic psychology can 
serve as such a basis, why are 
not dynamic psychology and 
psychiatry portrayed with their 
roots in scholastic psychology, 
at least in books written for 
seminarians and priests? Why 
are they not set forth and ap- 
plied as organically articulated 
with the elements and principles 
of scholastic philosophy? Why 
must we adopt a jargon which 
has throughout Freudian ma- 
terialistic overtones? Why must 
the desire for perfect happiness, 
the innate human drive in scho- 
lastic philosophy, give way to a 
“primal surge of living energy 
or force which is without con- 
sciousness, beyond rationality 
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and will, outside of place and 
time”? Why feed the reader 
such indigestible pabulum as 
“unconscious conscience” which 
“develops long before _ his 
(man’s) use of reason”? The 
term is self-contradictory and 
there is no _ corresponding 
faculty in the human psyche. 


How old must an infant be 
before its intellect starts to 
function? Certainly by the time 
an infant is toddling around it 
is using its reason; it is judging 
and distinguishing between the 
good and the bad, the desirable 
and the undesirable even though 
its norms of judgment are 
pleasure and pain and the for- 
bidding and approving reactions 
of its parents. In a few years 
the intellect of the child will 
have developed to the point 
where it can recognize and ap- 
ply the norms of moral good 
and evil and realize personal 
responsibility. But all the way 
through it is the same faculty 
at work, gradually developing 
and progressing. Why then use 
such terms as “‘unconscious con- 
science” and “conscious consci- 
ence” as if they indicated two 
distinct powers at work? 


The ‘Primal Surge’ 


According to the authors the 
“unconscious conscience”’ is sup- 
posed to “offset, as it were, the 
chaotic and unfettered quality 
of the primitive urges.” Now 
that would have a real meaning 
if the authors actually identi- 
fied their “primal surge” with 
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the id as conceived by Freud, 
namely as a heritage of emo- 
tional experiences passed on to 
the child from countless gen- 
erations of antecedents which 
“transform them, so to say, in- 
to the experiences of the id” the 
“stored up vestiges of the exist- 
ances led by countless former 
egos.” 


According to Freud, the id is 
a storehouse of “untamed pas- 
sions,” such a chaotic mass of 
surges that, if human life is not 
to destroy itself, nature must 
have developed in the course of 
evolution a restrainer, a censor 
or superego to exercise some 
kind of restraining and direc- 
tive control. Is this the “un- 
conscious conscience” of the 
authors? Their “automatic built- 
in do’s and don’ts,” as they call 
it? 

The authors cannot resent 
such questions for they rise 
right out of some of the pages 
of their book. The authors’ de- 
scription of the id or, as they 
prefer, man’s primal surge of 
living energy or force, is taken 
right out of Freud. The authors 
call the primal surge ‘chaotic 
and unfettered.” Freud tells us 
his id is a ‘“‘chaos, a cauldron of 
seething excitement.” According 
to the authors they are “out- 
side of place and time.” That 
again is taken right out of 
Freud. The authors of Counsel- 
ling the Catholic do not tell us 
what “outside of place and 
time” should mean and that 
perhaps because the id or the 
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primal surges defy rational por- 
trayal, as Freud assures us “The 
laws of magic — above all, the 
law of contradiction — do not 
hold for processes of the id.” 


Furthermore, according to 
Freud, ‘‘We are astonished to 
find it [the id] an exception to 
the philosophers’ assertion that 
space and time are necessary 
forms of our mental acts. In the 
id there is nothing correspond- 
ing to the idea of time, no 
recognition of the passage of 
time and (a thing which is very 
remarkable and awaits ade- 
quate attention in philosophic 
thought) no alteration of men- 
tal processes by the passage of 
time.” What sublime jargon! 


It is most unfortunate that 
the authors in their Counselling 
the Catholic have taken so much 
of Freud upon which to base 
their counselling of their fel- 
low-priests. The section of their 
work entitled “The Human 
Personality,” pages 18 to 21, is 
enough to make the reader 
wary of the rest of the book. 
These pages do not evoke con- 
fidence in the authors. Let us 
take one example to see whether 
such a lack of confidence would 
be justified. 


Scrupulosity 


Every priest is interested in 
the problem of scrupulosity. 
The authors devote 28 pages to 
the examination of the nature 
of scrupulosity and the best 
method of dealing with the 
scrupulous. The average reader, 
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I am sure, will have to force — | 


himself through these pages and 


will derive therefrom nothing 


more than a sense of confusion. 
He is told very definitely that 
for centuries theologians have 
labored under a false or, at 
least, a very inadequate concept 
of the nature of scrupulosity 
and that their recommendations 
as to how to handle the scrup- 
ulous penitent might even be 
harmful. 


They lacked the key to the 
solution of the problem, modern 
dynamic psychology. The key 
which they lacked is now to be 
put into the reader’s hand. That 
is done in the form of a lengthy 
quotation from a Dr. Vincent P. 
Mahoney. And what a disap- 
pointment that must turn out 
to be for the reader. The ex- 
plication adduced is more apt 
to complicate than to clarify 
the problem and leave the read- 
er somewhat dizzy. The authors 
themselves realize this for they 
immediately append the sent- 
ence: ‘The reader should not be 
distressed if portions of the 
above are not entirely (!) clear 
to him.” 

But he will surely become 
distressed when he reads in the 
next sentence that what he has 
just plowed through is only 
“one professional view of 
scrupulosity.” (Italics added) 
But a little further on he gets 
a bit of consolation when he 
reads: “Because of the truly 
hypothetical nature of so many 
facets of scrupulosity, we en- 
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courage the confessor to use 
' whatever techniques work for 
him, whether they are included 
'in the theoretical treatises or 
not.” 

The authors open their Intro- 
duction with a quotation from 
Father Noel Mailloux, O.P., 
taken from the Proceedings of 
' the Institute for Clergy on Prob- 
lems in Pastoral Psychology. It 
reads: 

“Quite often the psychopath- 
ologist is given a well-deserved 
reproach for forgetting, under 
the spell of his professional bias, 
that at least some human acts 
are emanating from clearly 
conscious judgment and free 
determination. On the other 
hand, we must humbly recog- 
nize that, as human beings, 
theologians are no more ex- 
empt than others from the 
temptation of neglecting the 
facts which do not immediate- 
ly fit into the sphere of their 
current personal thinking. 

“Totally absorbed in building 
up the well-integrated structure 
of moral virtues, destined to 
become the flexible and efficient 
instrument of Divine Grace, we 
often show some reluctance at 
giving the consideration to seri- 
ous obstacles encountered in the 
acquisition of fully rational 
functioning which supplies the 
moral basis for the higher 
achievements of supernatural 
life. No wonder, then, that we 


can do so whey weoeur for those w ee 
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require our help in all confid- 
ence and with the best inten- 
tions, while they feel desper- 
ately hampered in their spiritual 
development by uncontrollable 
vicious habits, degrading ad- 
dictions, and neurotic impulses 
or inhibitions.” 


The authors then continue: 
“Father Noel Mailloux, O.P. 
who wrote the above, pleads 
that we improve the art of 
spiritual direction by seeking to 
give it the ‘necessary empirical 
basis it is still awaiting’ ”! 


I am sure the priests who 
read this book would like to 
append a little epilogue in 
which they would plead that 
the “findings” of this new 
dynamic psychology be given 
also the rational, philosophic 
and when it comes to the re- 
education of the neurotic — also 
the theological basis for coun- 
selling the Catholic: the two in- 
tegrated into one organic whole. 
Scholastic philosophy and the- 
ology are the warp and woof of 
clerical education. If scholastic 
philosophy cannot form the ra- 
tional basis for the empirical 
findings of dynamic psychology 
and psychiatry and be so pre- 
sented, then one or the other 
must go, either scholastic phil- 
osophy or modern psychology 
and psychiatry. — There cer- 
tainly is a crying need, and this 
article would voice that need, 
fora oe psyche Try, 
Oe place { 
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Working the Highways 


and Byways 
Nothing beats legwork 


iy ica parish is old, in the sense 
, that it is a long established 
one. It is new in the sense that 
it is new to the pastor and the 
writer, and that we are new to 
it. Since one-half of it comprises 
Mexican stock and one-half 
American, it provides some in- 
teresting problems. 

With a view to solving some 
of its problems, the pastor in- 
quired if I knew anything about 
the Legion of Mary. With more 
self-confidence than humility, I 
informed His Reverence that I 
knew practically everything 
about it. Had I not belonged to 
several praesidia in Ireland? 
Had I not met Frank Duff, its 
founder, and several of his chief 
helpers? Had I not attended 
comitia meetings at Assumpta 
House many a time? Precious 
little was there that Yours Tru- 
ly did not know about the Le- 
gion. 

“Go right ahead and get it 
started here,” he said. 

In our parish bulletin and 
from the pulpit we sounded the 
loud trumpet of the Legion, and 
called to arms our American 
parishioners and our Mexicans. 
Not one responded. All felt that 
a laconic attendance at the Holy 


_The writer is a San Diego as- 
sistant, 
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Name, the Altar Society, and the 
Guadalupe Society was quite 
enough without any more meet- 
ings. Very definitely they ap- 
plied the principle of Occam’s 
Razor: “Entia non multiplicanda 
sunt, sine ratione.” 

For the writer it was a good 
lesson in humility. I did admit 
failure, but I passed the respon- 
sibility on to someone else. To 
the pastor, or the housekeeper? 
To neither. I told Our Lady: 
“This is more your business than 
mine. I’ve tried and failed. Now 
if you want the Legion here, 
you get busy and get it started 
and to attend to it, Pll do my 
best. Even the angels cannot do 
more.” Sounds like a piece of 
impertinence, but it worked. 

Within a few days an envoy 
of the Legion who is doing ex- 
tension work in Mexico called 
on us, Sister Isabel Edelin, who 
is “The Soul of the Apostolate” 
personified. We explained our 
case and with a member from a 
neighboring praesidium she 
called personally on some of 
our “hopefuls” and we got off 
to a good start. We can report 
eight active members, and while 
we have not set the world, or 
the parish on fire, at least pro- 
gress can be reported. 


The moral of this story is that 
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‘if you want the Legion started, 
get someone who knows how to 


start it, preferably experienced 
extension workers. 
About 400 of our elementary 


_ school-children are in the pub- 


lic schools. These “holy inno- 
cents” are expected to attend 
catechism instruction on Satur- 


'day at 10:00 am. Sister in 


Charge informed us that only 
about 100 attended, and of these 
most seemed to alternate at best. 
New faces were constantly seen, 
and old ones disappeared like a 
line from “Oft in the Stilly 
Night.” 

Here let me make a compari- 
son between the Irish peasantry, 
among whom I was raised, and 
the Mexicans among whom I 
work. Most of the Irish ignore 
The March of Time where 
earthly undertakings are con- 
cerned. Meet them on the road 
and tell them you are trying to 
spread the Gospel in San Diego, 
and they will think nothing of 
spending half the day telling 
you of forebears who blazed 
trails to the Klondike or who 
were in the thick of the San 
Francisco earthquake or tell you 
to be sure and call on Nellie or 
Kate who is a nun in Alabama 
or Texas which “must be very 
near San Diego.” The turnips 
or the hay can wait, but where 
Sunday Mass is in question, or 
the baptism of a baby, there is 
no delay. With our beloved 
Mexicans it is ‘‘Manana” for 
everything both temporal and 
spiritual. And as in the song 
“South of the Border,” our to- 


August / 1960 


morrow never came in the ma- 
jority of cases. 

A plea to have a thriving 
yearling, Yolanda, baptized eli- 
cits the information that they 
are waiting for the return of her 
sponsor. Upon inquiring where 
this very necessary and privi- 
leged person might be, I am in- 
formed that he is serving in 
Korea. Mark you that with the 
Mexican people sponsors seem 
to be incorporated into the fam- 
ily far more closely than the 
baptized to the other cells of the 
Mystical Body. This is also true 
of sponsors for First Com- 
munion and for Confirmation. 
In quite a few cases, when the 
sponsors failed to appear, the 
candidate’s reception of the 
Sacrament was postponed until 
the next solemn occasion, which 
was exactly a year after. 

So much for national back- 
ground. On my rounds of cen- 
sus-taking I would inquire if 
the children at public school 
attend catechism on Saturday 
morning. The answer invar- 
iably was “Sometimes.” The 
skating rink, the park, the TV 
and the drug-store all seemed 
to have an unholy conspiracy 
against our catechism class. 

“T’ll call on Saturday morning 
at 9:30 and collect them in my 
car,” I informed the forgetful 
matron on this occasion. ‘Will 
you have them ready at 9:30 
and will you remind the Garcia 
children and the Gomez chil- 
dren and the Fernandez chil- 
dren?” 

“Yes, Father, I certainly will. 
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T’ll have them all lined up,” was 
the reassuring answer. 

Came Saturday morning, and 
faithful to my apostolic impulse, 
I knocked on the door of the 
trailer to collect the reluctant 
catechumens. The children 
stared at me as if I were the an- 
nouncer of an earthquake. They 
were still in their night attire. 

“Your mother promised you 
would be ready for catechism,” 
I observed after they had re- 
covered a little from the shock 
of the preliminary greetings. 

“Mum never said nothin’ to 
us,” one of them blurted out. 
“She’s gone to work and she 
told us to stay home that Dad 
might come and see us.” This 
gave me to understand that 
“Dad” was a little forgetful of 
his vows to stay by ‘“‘Mum’s” 
side till death did them part. 


The Baby-Sitter 


At this stage a bovine looking 
woman came on the scene and 
viewed me with suspicion. The 
children informed me that she 
was the “baby-sitter.” I con- 
cluded that prudence did not 
permit of my “forcing them to 
come in” in the words of the 
Gospel. With a bright assurance 
that I would be around again 
on next Saturday I took my de- 
parture, after giving the ‘“‘cate- 
chumens” some copies of The 
Young Catholic Messenger. 

With the empty feeling of 
“an unprofitable servant” I 
stood on the street and told Our 
Lady: “It is all your fault. You 
have thousands of angels at 
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your beck and call. Why could . 
you not remind their guardian 
angels to prompt them to be 
ready, or what are you doing up 
there in heaven at all, you — 
the Help of Christians and the 
Refuge of Sinners?” 

As I stood on the footpath I 
noticed three small children 
clasping books and wending ~ 
their way very slowly to some 
fount of learning. They greeted 
me with more enthusiasm than 
I felt after my apostolic failure. 
To my inquiry they answered: 
“Yes, we are going to catechism; 
we go most every Saturday.” 

“Are there any more Catholic 
children around here attending 
your school who should be com- 
ing to Catechism?” I inquired. 

“Why, yes!” they chorused. 
“Freddy lives over there, and- 
Linda and Don live at the back 
of our place, and Fernando and 
Alberto live across the street.” 

“Just run around to their 
houses and tell them I’ve come 
to drive you all to catechism 
and if they cannot come today, 
tell them I’ll be around next 
Saturday too and to be ready — 
and give them one of these,” I 
said, and I gave them some back 
numbers of The Young Catho- 
lic Messenger. 

Within ten minutes my car 
was packed with children and I 
had to make a return trip, so on 
that Saturday at least 20 chil- 
dren attended who would not 
have come if I had not gone 
“into the highways and the by- 
ways.” 

This route” 


“trade was 
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turned over to a member of the 
Legion of Mary, and I pioneered 
five other “depots” in like man- 
ner which are now collected by, 


~ the Legion. So our ‘‘nets” or. 


should I say our cars yield about 
200 children extra each Satur- 
day who would otherwise spend 
the morning in “secular pur- 
suits.” 
An Analysis 

Now for an analysis of the 
venture. Some of my friends in 
the clergy, who are assistants, 
too, tell me that they are quite 
willing to “deliver the goods” 
but not to “pickup” and that 
this is spoon-feeding with a 
vengeance. It certainly does 
savor of it. But the people we 
are dealing with have not even 
had the “milk” with which St. 
Paul started off his converts. I 
remember reading a provocative 
article in the English Catholic 
Herald in 1956: “Give The 
Child Back to Its Parents.”’ The 
thesis held that the Catholic 
schools had taken over, lock, 
stock and barrel, the religious 
training of the child and so 
whittled away the responsibility 
of the parents. There is much to 
be said for the contention, but 
many of our poor Mexicans can- 
not read or write. The parents 
need _ instruction; shopping, 
smaller children to be looked 
after and most of them seem to 
be strangers to a chapter which 
used to supplement our logic 
tract: “Method!” 

When we first began our 
“pyick-up” system the parents 
were rather apathetic. Now that 
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they see that their children are 
of some importance they have 
become quite enthusiastic. They 
explain if the children are un- 
able to come, many have started 
coming to Mass, had other chil- 
dren baptized and marriages re- 
validated. 

The effect on the children too 
is worth noting. Many who were 
reluctant to attend at first, were 
infected with enthusiasm by the 
sight of a car full of their ac- 
quaintances setting off and they 
are now ready and waiting, 
whereas at first we had to wait 
for them. On the way to and 
from I got to know these chil- 
dren and they now greet me 
with warm friendliness, where- 
as at first they seemed to regard 
me as a “harmless dope- 
peddler.” 

Our members of the Legion, 
too, feel that they are doing 
something worth while. They 
make contact with the parents, 
act as sponsors for unbaptized, 
as witnesses for validations, and 
have developed a keen interest 
in parish development. It is 
quite understandable that bet- 
ter-class parishes will not have 
this problem, since parents will 
have a keener sense of respon- 
sibility, will not be on shift 
work, and will have a better 
knowledge of the Faith. 

Having delivered myself of 
this epic of failure and success 
let me appeal for solution of a 
problem. There are many non- 
Catholics, and indeed very many 
baptized-only Catholics who 
need instruction, but who never 
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get around to coming to the rec- 
tory. Some go through a broken 
course of instruction due to shift 
work, illness in the family, go- 
ing away for weekends and 
what not. In a recent issue of 
The Catholic Digest, I read that 
Bishop Fulton Sheen _ gives 
his converts a taped recording 
of about 20 instructions to assi- 
milate before giving them per- 
sonal instruction. The record- 
ing of “This is the Mass” by the 
Carmelites of Englewood, N. J. 
has done great work in bringing 
a good understanding of the 
Mass to people in their own 
homes. Is there any recorded 
course of instruction on the 
Catholic Faith? If not, why not? 
We have language courses, ap- 
preciation of poetry, music, and 
drama on recordings. So would 


+ 
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some priest more gifted than I 
do the job? 


There are very many who 


cannot read, who do not feel in- _ 


clined to read due to modern 
conditions of television and cin- 
ema. I have gone to homes to 
instruct husband and wife where 
there are young children, when 
these latter are tucked in for 
the night. Inquirers feel far 
more at ease in their homes, feel 
freer to ask questions, and often 
invite their non-Catholic 
friends. With a good recorded 
course of instructions, lay folk 
could also be trained to pass on 
the information. And converts 
could invite their friends with 
less fear of embarrassment 
than if the priest were present 
in person. Suggestions wel- 
comed ... 


> 


Changing Times—Changing Beliefs 


Dr. W. R. Matthews, Dean of St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 
gave his fellow-Anglicans a jolt when he suggested that the 
39 Articles of Religion need revision. 


He told the convocation of Canterbury that this summary 
of the teaching of the Church of England was admirably 
adapted to the needs of men of the 16th and 17th centuries, 
but not of the 20th. The Dean claimed that the Articles “re- 
flect controversies which are no longer acute, and do not deal 
with problems and modes of thought current today.”—The Star, 


Montreal. 
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The Mary Magdalen 


How many Marys? 


Now that people are being 

told to use the Missal more 
and more, and even the Roman 
Breviary, two of the official 
liturgical books of the Church, 
it is no wonder that they get a 
little confused when they read 
occasionally that Mary the wo- 
man who was a sinner, Mary 
Magdalen, and Mary of Beth- 
any were not one and the same 
woman, but that it seems to be 
more in harmony with the 
letter of the Gospel to con- 
clude that the penitent woman, 
Mary Magdalen, and Mary of 
Bethany were three distinct 
persons. And greater still is 
their puzzlement when they 
are told that anyone with a 
grain of biblical scholarship 
ought to know that this matter 
is no longer debatable. 

Many books and _ treatises 
have been written on this sub- 
ject. Learned authors have es- 
poused both views; and the 
matter has seemingly been the 
subject of controversy among 
scholars for ages. 

In the Gospel there is first 
mentioned a woman who was a 
“sinner” in the city. (Luke 7: 
37-50). Then we are told of 
the women who ministered to 
Christ, among them being 
“Mary, who is called the Mag- 
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dalene, from whom seven dev- 
ils had gone out.” (Luke 8:2). 
And later on we are told of the 
Savior’s visit to Martha and 


Mary in “a certain village,” 
probably Bethany. (Luke 10: 
38-42). 


So the popular view, and one 
that is also held by some learn- 
ed scholars, is that the ‘‘sinner” 
comes early in the Savior’s 
ministry to seek for pardon; 
she is described immediately 
afterwards as Mary Magdalen, 
“from whom seven devils had 
gone out”; shortly after, we 
find her ‘seated at the Lord’s 
feet” and listening to His 
words. 

To the Catholic mind this all 
seems fitting and natural. La- 
ter the Savior raises Lazarus, 
the brother of Martha and this 
Mary, from the dead; at a 
supper these holy women pre- 
pare for Him shortly after- 
wards, Mary once more repeats 
the act of anointing the Savior 
which she performed when a 
penitent. At the Passion she 
stands near the cross; and she 
is the first to witness His res- 


urrection after His Blessed 
Mother. 
I just said: “Mary once 


more repeats the act of an- 
ointing the Savior which she 


697 


THE PRIEST 


performed when a penitent.” 
Father Alfred O’Rahilly in his 
Gospel Meditations (Helicon 
Press, 1958) says, on page 142: 
“The evidence is very convinc- 
ing that, though this banquet 
(at Bethany, Matt. 26:6-13) is 
different from that described in 
Luke 7, the woman is the same. 
(The only alternative would be 
to assume that Mary gave a 
theatrical imitation of the first 
woman’s performance.) For the 
gestures were most unusual 
and otherwise inexplicable: 
Perfuming the feet (not merely 
the head); unbinding the hair 
in public (considered immo- 
dest); wiping perfume (not 
tears) from the feet (though a 
towel was now available). 
Surely a touching repetition, 
now in loving silence, of what 
she had once done, in remorse 
and tears; a farewell memorial 
thanksgiving to the divine 
Guest who had changed her 
life.’ Father O’Rahilly, by the 
way, gives his reasons for 
identifying the woman ‘who 
was a sinner in the city” with 
Mary of Bethany and Mary 
Magdalen in his book Family 
at Bethany (1949). 


The Prayer of the Missal 


Most of our people have al- 
ways been taught that these 
three Marys are one and the 
same person. So they have al- 
ways believed. And the Missal 
confirms their belief. The ora- 
tion for the feast of St. Mary 
Magdalen, both in the Missal 
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and in the Roman Breviary, 
reads: : 

“May we be assisted, O Lord, 
we beseech Thee, by the inter- — 
cession of blessed Mary Mag- 
dalen for whom, moved by her 
prayers, Thou didst bring back 
her brother Lazarus, then dead 
for four days, alive from the 
grave. Who livest.” And the 
Gospel for that same feast is 
taken from Luke _ 7:36-50, 
which tells the touching story 
of “a woman in the town who 
was a sinner,” who washed the 
Savior’s feet with her tears, 
etc. So in the Missal the “sin- 
ner,” the Magdalene, and Mary 
the sister of Lazarus and Mar- 
tha are one. 

In the Roman Breviary we 
find the same thing. In the 
very title of the feast Mary 
Magdalen is called the Peni- 
tent. The hymn for first ves- 
pers speaks of her anointing 
His sacred feet and washing 
them with tears, of her clinging 
to the cross on which He hung, 
of her staying at the tomb. The 
invitatory says: “Let us praise 
our God in the conversion of 
Mary Magdalen.” The hymn 
at matins again tells about her 
tears of sorrow, her ointment, 
her kisses, her hair. The les- 
sons at the hymn at lauds are 
full of the same thought. In 
the lessons for the second and 
third nocturn, St. Gregory, 
Pope, and St. Augustine, Bish- 
op, explain and drive home the 
same thought, so that one nat- 
urally thinks nothing else than 
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_ that the three persons mention- 
ed above are one and the same 
woman, whom we call Mary 
Magdalen. 

(By the way, we must not 
exaggerate the statement “a 
sinner in the city” or read into 
it what is not there, though 
Christ Himself admitted that 
she had committed ‘many 
sins.”’) 

Lex orandi est lex credendi 
is an old saying in liturgical 
circles, Thinking with the pray- 
ing Church, no doubt, and fol- 
lowing the above axiom, count- 
less books of devotion and 
meditation, among them the re- 
nowned Church Year by Abbot 
Gueranger, have written of 
Mary Magdalen as if there 
were no doubt that she was the 
“sinner,” the sister of Martha 
of Bethany, and the brave wo- 
man who kept our Blessed 
Mother company as she stood 
beneath the cross. 


Changes Imminent? 


In the coming revision of the 
Missal and the Breviary all 
this may be changed, also in 
the revision of time-honored 
books of meditation and devo- 
tion. I hold no brief for either 
side of the controversy. It is 
nothing to get excited about. 
If the Church speaks otherwise 
in the liturgy or by definition, 
it will be my pleasure sentire 
cum Ecclesia. When writing my 
book Readings and Reflections 
on the Gospels (now out of 
print) and my The Epistles As 
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I Know Them (still sold by 


Benziger Brothers), an expla- — z 


nation of the epistles for the 
Sundays of the Church year, I 
found that the authors of the 
commentaries often differ on 
one or more obscure point or 
interpretation. They may do 
so. They are merely preserving 
their right to their own opin- 
ions in matters not beyond dis- 
pute. In these matters the 
Church does not make any ef- 
fort to eliminate a healthy dif- 
ference of opinion. She has not 
pronounced upon every verse 
of Scripture, nor officially 
settled every controversy. 
The Catholic Biblical En- 
cyclopedia (Steinmueller-Sul- 
livan, New Testament) sums 
up: “In general, the Greek Fa- 
thers oppose the identity of 
the three women, while many 
Latin Fathers seem to favor 
their identity. To add to the 
confusion, some Fathers (e.g., 
Jerome) exegetically deny that 
the three women are one, while 
at the same time homiletical- 
ly they unite the biblical pas- 
sages and apply them to one 
woman. Today the majority of 
Catholic exegetes accept the 
separate individuality.” (p. 
420. Wagner, N. Y., 1949.) 
Ferdinand Prat, S.J., in his 
masterful life of Christ (Jesus 
Christ, His Life, His Teaching, 
and His Work, Bruce, 1950), 
after giving five learned pages 
to the controversy (pp. 483 ff. 
of vol. 2), concludes with these 
words of wisdom: “Despite the 
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' The CCS Campaign Director is a Catholic professional man, 
employed full time, twelve months of the year. His average age 
is 36, he is married with three children and has attended college 
(94% have Bachelor’s degrees and 15% have Master’s degrees or 
higher.) 

In the selection of personnel, CCS reaches into various and 
allied fields in order to achieve a diversification in experience and 
education. 

The Director is thoroughly trained before he is assigned to a 
campaign. Since fund raising is a complex and scientific field, all 
CCS Directors are schooled, through regularly scheduled staff 
seminars, in the newest developments in all aspects of fund raising. 
While he is directing a campaign, he constantly receives “on the 
scene” supervision from the CCS executive staff. 

Long hours, out-of-town assignments, considerable travel, un- 
ending pressure and great responsibilities make fund raising a 
challenging career. Cognizant that a man’s personal morale, as 
well as his experience, influence his performance, CCS has estab- 
lished numerous benefits for its employees. A pension and retire- 
ment plan incorporating liberal life insurance coverage (over 50% 
of the cost is absorbed by the company) and a profit sharing plan 
are just two of the many benefits 


The CCS Campaign Director has proved the soundness of his train- 
ing, the keenness of his motivation by helping to raise more than 
$300 million for Catholic causes: 


He is patt of a fund raising staff which CCS believes to be the 
most loyal, devoted, and experienced in the country. 


He helps create CCS Patterns of Success! 


AR EES A PO TET 
Community Counselling Service, Inc. 


Catholic Fund Raising & Public Relations 
Offices Throughout The United States and Canada 


International Headquarters: Empire State Building, New York I, N.Y., OXford 5-1175 
Other Offices in: 


ANTIGONISH, NOVA SCOTIA BUFFALO, NEW YORK CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
MONTREAL, P. Q. NUTLEY, NEW JERSEY OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 


You may call, or wire us collect. 
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objections of exegetes, the 
theory of identification of the 
Marys is now and will long 
remain the more popular one 
in the West. And basically we 
see in it no great incongruity, 
at least for mystics and preach- 
ers who are not at all restrict- 
ed to the literal meaning.” 
(Italics mine.) 
Fillion’s Opinion 

In that other masterful life 
of Christ, by L. C. Fillion, S.S., 
vol. 2, p. 370, we read: “‘ ‘It is 
more in conformity with the 
letter of the Gospel to distin- 
guish three persons,’ said the 
Bishop of Meaux, after a care- 
ful examination of the Gospel 
texts that speak of them. 
Nevertheless, the difficulties 
presented by these texts are 
not absolutely insoluble. But 
between the sinful woman, 
Mary Magdalen, and Mary the 
sister of Lazarus, as we see 
them in the Gospels, there ex- 
ists a very real likeness of soul 
and character. They all were in 
like manner devoted to Jesus. 
generous and active in showing 


com 


their holy attachment. This 
fact, of itself, would not prove: 
their identity, but at least it 
helps to lessen the difficulties 
encountered in the solution of 
the problem.” — 


And finally, to quote from 
the Life of Christ by Mer. E. 
Le Camus, Bishop of La Roch- 
elle, France: “For it is our 
opinion that Mary was that 
Magdalen whom Jesus had de- 
livered from the seven devils, 
that is, from the sad life of 
disorder and sin into which 
woman falls when she tramples 
on her own self-respect in or- 
der shamelessly to obey the be- 
hests of passion. We have no 
hesitation in identifying her 
with the sinner who, at the 
banquet of Simon the Pharisee, 
had by her heroic repentance 
deserved pardon for her sins 
and merited a most glorious re- 
habilitation. It is true that the 
Synoptics have not a single 
word to support our opinion; 
but the simple motive of pru- 
dence is sufficient to explain 
their reserve.” (Vol. 2, p. 318.) 


+ + 
Few Irish Methodists 


John Wesley came to Ireland on no fewer than 42 occa- 
sions, but despite his eloquent preaching he made comparative- 
ly few converts among the mass of the people. 

Not so in England. There Wesley was almost a national 
figure, and head of a powerful sect. Methodist churches were 
being opened day after day, in spite of all that the leaders of 
the Established Church could say against Wesley and his 


teachings.—The Irish Digest. 
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The Eucharistic Fast: 


Making communion easier 


REGARDING the eucharistic 
fast, it has been remarked 
that ‘“‘the ecclesiastical reviews 
have been sparing in casuistry 
on the new and simplified dis- 
cipline (Sacram Communion- 
em, 1957), perhaps because the 
commentators feel that we had 
our fill of it in connection with 
Christus Dominus (1953).” 

As to what we priests per- 
sonally may hold, Cardinal Ot- 
taviani, Secretary of the Holy 
Office, seems to have encour- 
aged a bit of “Do it yourself” 
in deciding. For at the time of 
transmitting to us Sacram 
Communionem he said it is “so 
simple as not to require com- 
ment or exegesis.” However, 
for the interpretations I give 
herein there seems quite suf- 
ficient authority from approv- 
ed moral theologians. Those in- 
terpretations not founded on 
the cited printed sources have 
had their approval from per- 
- sonal inquiry. 

First and by way of prelim- 
inary, why should the eucharis- 
tic fast be computed for the 
celebrant for a period before 
the Mass itself, while for the 
faithful the fast is computed 


Father Coogan is on the faculty 
of West Baden College, West 
Baden Springs, Indiana. 
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from the time of their com- 
munion? Fr. John Connery, of 
West Baden College, is of the 
opinion Theological Studies, 
Dec. 1957, p. 584) that the cel- 
ebrant is obliged to fast also 
as minister of the sacrifice, not 
merely as communicant. More- 
over, the faithful often receive 
communion outside Mass. For 
those faithful a fasting period 
computed before the Mass it- 
self would likely confuse. 


How liberal can we be with 
respect to the nature of the 
non-alcoholic beverage that 
need be followed by only an 
hour’s fast? Fr. John Ford of 
the Catholic University says, 
“If it can be poured and if one 
drinks it, it will come under 
this heading, even though it is 
a rather heavy liquid or a very 
nourishing one, e.g., egg nog, 
chocolate malted milk, milk- 
shakes, soups, liquids in which 
solids have been dissolved, for 
example, bread crumbs.” (The 
New Eucharistic Legislation, p. 
76.) 


Need the substance be liquid 
before it enters the mouth? 
Both Frs. Ford and Connery 
prefer that interpretation. But 
there is good authority for the 
opinion that it suffices that the 
substance be liquid when it is 
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swallowed. (Cf. Iorio, Messe 
Pomeridiane e Digiuno Euca- 
ristico, 12-13; De Sacr., vol. I, 
no. Cappello 474; Regatillo, Jus 
Sacramentarium I, p. 71 et al.) 
This more liberal interpreta- 
tion would permit the taking of 
such frozen food as ice-cream, 
or a lozenge. What of that fre- 
quent trouble-maker, fresh 
chewing gum? Regatillo (Sal 
Terrae 1958, 175-6) holds that 
the tiny amount of sugar and 
flavoring therein goes down 
per modum salivae, and hence 
does not break the fast. (The 
harried confessor who himself 
prefers the stricter view might 
well tell such a penitent, “Not 
guilty! But don’t do it again!’’) 
What communicants are giv- 
en concessions from the euch- 
aristic fast for reasons of 
health? Here the term used in 
Sacram Communionem is in- 
firmi, a term more inclusive 
than aegroti. As to who would 
qualify as infirm, Fr. Ford 
gives this criterion: “Is he un- 
der a doctor’s care? Does the 
state of his health interfere 
to some extent with his daily 
duties? Does he have some 
recognized disease or ailment? 
Does he need to take medicine? 
Is he a neurotic sufferer of one 
kind or another?” (Op. cit., p. 
74.) Age alone may qualify one 
as infirm, and Fr. Ford tells us 
some moralists date such in- 
firmity from the 60th year, that 
being the year from which the 
Church leaves one free in her 
general fasting legislation. 
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Modified In 1957 

Is the infirmity itself — 
enough to justify use of the 
modifications of the eucharistic 
fast or is some degree of addi- 
tional inconvenience a prere- 
quisite? The old law of 1953 
had made an additional in- 
convenience prerequisite. But 
the law of 1957 omits any such 
mention. It seems reasonable to 
suppose that all reference to 
such inconvenience was omit- 
ted because no inconvenience 
(other than that inseparable 
from infirmity itself) is any 
longer a consideration. This is 
surely so regarding the privi- 
lege of taking a per-se medi- 
cine. As Dr. John G. Kelly of 
Australia urges (and Fr. L. L. 
McReary agrees), when sub- 
stances having only a medical 
use are taken, the question of 
sufficient need can be taken for 
granted. (Clergy Review Oct. 
1957, pp. 597ff; 602.) Fr. Ford 
remarks that to use the privi- 
lege of the infirm with respect 
to the taking of medicine, one 
need not be ailing at the time. 
The medicine may be taken as 
preventive of an indisposition 
otherwise reasonably foreseen. 
(Op. cit., pp. 75f.) 

Just what are the privileges 
allowed to the infirm in ques- 
tion? They may take “apart 
from all temporal restrictions 
or limitations, non-alcoholic 
beverages and true and proper 
medicines in liquid or solid 
form, before the Celebration of 
Mass and the reception of 


August / 1960 


THE EUCHARISTIC FAST: SOME NOTES 


Holy Communion.” (Sacram 
Communionem.) Therefore, for 
such infirm, LIQUID FOOD DOES 
NOT BREAK THE FAST, NOR DO 
TRUE AND PROPER MEDICINES IN 
LIQUID OR SOLID FORM. The In- 
struction that accompanied the 
old law of 1953 gave as the cri- 
terion of true medicine, that 1) 
it be prescribed by a physician 
or 2) be commonly accepted as 
a medicine. 

Would solid food then ever 
qualify as a medicine? If liver 
extract can be prescribed as a 
medicine for pernicious ane- 
mia, why not liver itself? Fr. 
Connery says that if so pre- 
scribed, it may be taken as a 
medicine. (That it was so pre- 
scribed before the advent of the 
liver extract is a fact of my 
own experience, confirmed by 
recent hospital inquiry.) Fr. 
Connery says too that toast 
(and of course tea) may be 
taken by a nauseated pregnant 
woman whose nausea disap- 
pears (as it frequently does) 
from the mere presence of the 
solid element in the stomach. 
In this opinion he agrees with 
the practice of the large and 
carefully chaplained Mt. Car- 
mel Mercy Hospital, Detroit, as 
told me there several years 
ago. 

Fr. Ford, too, has said that 
“Perhaps in some cases a par- 
ticular solid food prescribed by 
a doctor as a medicine for a 
particular ailment, and not 
merely as a part of a general 
diet or for its nutritional val- 
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ue, might be classed as true 
medicine ...” (Op. cit., p. 78f.) 
He suggests, in point, ‘malted 
milk tablets or other concen- 
trated food tablets as prescrib- 
ed by a doctor for a particular 
illness.” The late Fr. Edwin 
Healy of the Gregorian Uni- 
versity had permitted the tak- 
ing of sugar cubes as a medi- 
cine for diabetics. 


A Medicine? 


What we have just said is 
in the realms of some contro- 
versy. Now to move more deep- 
ly into those realms. In the 
light of what we have been 
saying, would liquor ever qual- 
ify as a medicine with respect 
to the 1957 eucharistic fast leg- 
islation? Although liquor is ex- 
cluded by both the 1953 and 
the 1957 laws from the bever- 
ages which may be taken up to 
an hour before Mass or com- 
munion, does that ban hold 
when the liquor is prescribed 
by a reputable physician as a 
treatment for a specific disease 
or ailment? Would liquor then 
qualify as a medicine under the 
new law? 

The 1953 law had specified 
that to be privileged as medi- 
cine a substance had to be a 
true medicine. Moreover, it had 
to be non-alcoholic. The 1957 
law omits the latter require- 
ment and would make no dif- 
ficulty about a medicine hav- 
ing an alcoholic base. But the 
1957 law adds that to be privi- 
leged a substance must be a 
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true and proper medicine. 
Could liquor ever thus qualify? 
Does the addition of the word 
proper to the requirement 
mean that things that could in 
all sincerity be described as 
true medicine could not be de- 
scribed as true and proper 
medicine? Might we not hold 
that the addition of proper to 
the description is a mere un- 
derlining of the term true 
medicine, to exclude anything 
like lightmindedness or the ar- 
bitrary in giving a substance 
the classification of medicine? 
May not the more solemn 
phrase be meant to remind us 
that “The place where you 
stand is holy ground’? Fr. 
Richard A. McCormick, mor- 
alist of West Baden College, 
calls that interpretation ‘most 
certainly legitimate and 
sound.” 


Dr. John G. Kelly says, in 
commenting upon the 1957 
law, “There are circumstances 
when even alcohol itself would 
be a true medicine .. .” (Op. 
cit., p. 599.) In arriving at our 
own decision let us remember 
that the Church is not Mani- 
chaean in her attitude towards 
liquor. But she is very careful, 
and that from long experience. 
As to what constitutes true and 
proper medicine, we use again 
the criterion that 1) the sub- 
stance be prescribed by a phy- 
sician or 2) be commonly ac- 
cepted as a medicine. In our 
proposed case the supposition 
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is that the liquor is so prescrib- 
ed by a reputable physician. 

But what of the second re- 
quirement, that it be common- 
ly accepted as a medicine? Can 
that ever be said of a liquor? 
Here Fr. Connery says the 
matter of common acceptance 
may be legitimately determin- 
ed by consulting a good, cur- 
dent dictionary. Webster’s New 
Collegiate Dictionary gives as 
its very first definition of - 
medicine, ‘Any preparation 
used in treating disease.” Not 
merely would liquor thus qual- 
ify now as a medicine, but 
even during Prohibition days 
legal provision was made for 
the medicinal use of liquor. 
Hence Fr. Connery says that 
under the new decree of 1957 
alcoholic liquors prescribed by 
a reputable physician for a spe- 
cific ailment may be taken as 
medicine, and therefore “apart 
from all temporal restrictions 
or limitations,” by one intend- 
ing to offer Mass or receive 
communion. It helps here to re- 
member that the whole move- 
ment of the eucharistic fast 
legislation has been towards 
greater freedom, to be consci- 
entiously used. 

In this perhaps most critical 
era in the history of Christen- 
dom, what greater assurance 
can we have that God will 
spare the world than that more 
of His little ones be urged to 
the worthy reception of the 
eucharist, that “daily remedy 
of our daily disease’’? 
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An apologia 


FTER the _ confirmation 

ceremony of adult converts 
there was a dinner in the rec- 
tory for the visiting priests: It 
was a happy affair. These 
priests had worked hard for 
many months. They had pre- 
sented the Catholic Faith to in- 
terested people of various re- 
ligions. Not all of these people 
had accepted the presentation. 
That was not surprising. They 
had been invited to come, 
listen, and decide. What was 
surprising was that 400 adults 
had received the sacrament. 

With a feeling of a job well 
done, but only begun, the 
priests, many unknown to each 
other because of a generous 
mixing of secular and religious, 
sat down to the repast. 

To the priest on the opposite 
side of the table: ‘I am Father 
John Leonard.” 

Returning the 
“Book reviewer of The 
let?” 

With a sudden feeling of an 
impending something, to my af- 
firmative reply came the re- 
sponse: “I am Father oe 

“Author?” I asked. 

“The same,” was the answer. 
That ended the formalities — 
and the conversation. 


handshake: 
Tab- 


Father Leonard is chaplain at 
the Motherhouse of the Sisters of 
St. Joseph, Brentwood, N.Y. 
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Father Author spent the rest 
of the evening studiously en- 
gaged with the priests on his 
right and left. Never once did 
he raise his eyes directly above 
his plate. 


It was too bad, but under- 
standable. Father had written 
three books. They were not 
good books. In fact they were 
below par. The topics were 
good. Too good. They had been 
presented so many times, so 
much better, by so many other 
authors. In my innocence, and 
without advertence to person- 
ality, I had reported my im- 
pressions in the Brooklyn Tab- 
let. 


Many times since, the ques- 
tion has risen: Why criticize 
Catholic literature? We have 
enough criticism from the out- 
side. The fact that a _ priest 
wrote a book should be enough 
reason for endorsing it. (Many 
Catholics believe this, includ- 
ing the priests who write the 
books.) 


Of course, that is not true. If 
it ever does become so, then 
Catholicism and Communism 
will have much in common. It 
would mean that once a book 
is published, all Catholic re- 
viewers should be alerted to use 
superlative adjectives to put it 
over to the public, Catholic and 
otherwise. Those who would be 
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hurt most by such tactics would 
be the many excellent Catholic 
writers, and the Church. If no 
distinction were made between 
talent and the lack of it, we 
would be in a sorry state. 

Whenever a Catholic, more 
especially a priest, puts a book 
into print, he is accepting a 
challenge. He is exposing his 
inner thoughts to the public. 
That does not mean that the 
public must accept, and more 
to the point, buy. This is true 
even if the subject treated is 
Our Blessed Mother, the Little 
Flower, St. Francis Xavier, or 
even St. Patrick. The fact that 
his book is not acclaimed or 
accepted does not mean that the 
reviewer or reader does not ap- 
prove of Our Blessed Mother 
and Co., as some writers in- 
dignantly maintain. It simply 
means that their effort should 
be improved upon. If the Cath- 
olic writer would accept such 
criticism by his peers in that 
vein instead of trying indig- 
nantly to offer a refutation, the 
Catholic Church and the indi- 
vidual writer would profit im- 
measurably. 


Truth and Charity 


Should all comment on Cath- 
olice books be omitted from 
‘Catholic publications if such 
. comment cannot be compli- 
mentary? Many are of the opin- 
ion that this is the only charit- 
able course to be followed. 
Hence after being requested to 
write a commentary, and hav- 
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ing spent the necessary reading 
time, a person should refrain 
from such comment if it would — 
not favor the book. In that 
way all sensitive authors would 
be protected. 


Isn’t that ridiculous? Why 
leave the publicity and the 
judgment to the publishers? 
Their one aim is to sell every 
book they publish. Their 
blurbs on the jacket often lead 
the prospective reader astray, 
purposely. If the reader is 
taken in by such advertising 
he could conclude that all 
Catholic literature is the same. 
He should be saved from and 
protected against such offer- 
ings. 

Criticism is sometimes level- 
ed at Catholic newspapers and 
periodicals (and reviewers) for 
using valuable space in discus- 
sing best sellers and, in general, 
non-Catholic books (or, books 
that are not Catholic). The im- 
plication is that such a practice 
takes the spotlight away from 
publications written by Cath- 
olic authors. 


i 


The answer is obvious. Cath- 
olics want and deserve an opin- 
ion on books that are being 
read by their neighbors. It is | 
sad to have to add that often- | 
times these books are much 
more attractive, better written, | 
and more carefully thought out | 
than those that come under the | 
heading of Catholic literature. 
True, their main theme may be 
tenuous, objectionable, or even | 
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FATHER WROTE IT... 


damnable. But we who have 
the greatest themes given to 
man could take a lesson. The 
fact that our theme is part of 
the treasury of the Church is 
“no reason for presenting it in a 
slipshod manner. And, if so pre- 
sented, we should not resent its 
non-acceptance. 


We Need More Books 


We need books written by 
priests, but only if such priests 
have taken the trouble to make 
sure their writing is worth the 
time of the reader. But there 
is a well-founded suspicion in 
this corner that there are some 
whose aim in life is simply to 
have a book published with 
their name on the cover. Even 
if nobody reads it, they can be 
introduced and referred to by 


the title of ‘‘author.” That word 
seems to act like magic. But if 
the effort is not good, do not 
resent the reviewer who says, 
so, after having had to waste 
his time wading through it. 

In most dioceses, a book on 
Catholic doctrine now requires 
the following to be appended 
to the publication: “The Nihil 
Obstat and Imprimatur are of- 
ficial declarations that a book 
or pamphlet is free of doctri- 
nal or moral error. No implica- 
tion is contained therein that 
those who have granted the 
Nihil Obstat and Imprimatur 
agree with the contents, opin- 
ions or statements expressed.” 

In other words, the fact that 
“Father wrote it” is not in it- 
self sufficient reason for unan- 
imous applause. 


America the Beautiful 


Memphis, Tenn., April 12 (AP)—A plea for birth control 
in cats came today from the Memphis and Mid-South Cat 


Fanciers Club, 


“Unwanted” tabbies, the club said, are mistreated and 
sometimes cruelly slaughtered. The solution: Increased spaying 
of female and “neuterizing” of male cats so that birth of new 


kittens may be controlled. 


The chairman of the club’s Cat Welfare Committee put it 
this way. “Help us to answer the prayer of the unborn cat.” 
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The Tape-Recorder 
Has Possibilities 


WILLIAM J. JOYCE, C.S.Sp. 


A NEW Gutenberg has in- 

vented a printing press for 
the spoken word. It is called a 
tape recorder. The old axiom, 
“Verba volant, scripta ma- 
nent,” is not quite so true as it 
once was. What is written does 
still remain, but so does what 
is spoken. 


We are in a new age of com- 
munication. The spread of 
home tape recorders affects 
every form of education. It af- 
fects the apostolate. 

In a Saturday Review guest 
editorial entitled “Is Literacy 
Passé?” Father Walter Ong, S. 
J. treats of this new dimension 
given to learning. Father does 
not render an affirmative an- 
swer to the title question but 
he does conclude that ‘Printing 
is here to stay. But now, more 
than ever, it is only one part 
of a constellation of activities. 
Its monopoly is broken.” 

There is much experimenta- 
tion going on now with regard 
to educational uses of tape 
recorders. Much of this involv- 
es. sleep learning, electronic 
sound composition, and the ef- 
fect of compressed or high- 


Father Joyce writes from St. 
Mary’s Seminary, Norwalk, Con- 
necticut. 
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Hobby and apostolate — 


speed oral messages on the 
mind. A priest need not in- 
volve himself in this technical 
research in order to get maxi- 
mum benefit out of his tape re- 
corder. There is still much that 
can be done on the convention- 
al level. The audio apostolate 
is a reality reaching around the 
world as no shouting from the 
rooftops ever could. 

Let’s start with the local ra- 
dio station. It is a natural out- 
let for many parish programs. 
The use of tape removes the 
traditional obstacles of time 
schedules, the fear of clerical 
boners, and false expectations 
of excellence. With tape you 
know what you have, what you 
ean do. And so does the pro- 
gram director. There need not 
be a danger of discontinuance 
of a series of promised pro- 
grams, if the programs are al- 
ready on tape and delivered to 


the radio station. This is a 
helpful guarantee to both 
parties, as’ in the case of a 


Lenten series. 

Radio acceptance, by the sta- 
tion and the public, is a goad to 
quality in programming. Over 
the air most of the props are 
gone. Admiration, obedience, 
and courtesy, which often ac- | 
count for the attention given to 
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a Sunday sermon at Mass, can-_ 


not be relied upon over the 
radio. The turning of a dial is 
a much more compulsive temp- 
tation than the urge to stand up 
and walk out on a dull sermon 
at the eleven o’clock Mass. 


The monologue, especially if 
it be a sermonizing monologue, 
is the least likely of all pro- 
grams to win audience fidelity. 
It depends too strongly on a 
personality and variety which 
we all cannot be presumed to 
have. Discussions, interviews, 
and panel shows with parish- 
ioners all have potentialities 
for appeal which the mono- 
logue lacks. 


A Novel Experience 


For many people, the con- 
versation of priests is a novel 
hearing experience. A _ spirit- 
ed discussion involving two or 
three priests might have a lis- 
tener response from people 
other than housekeepers. If a 
group of priests spoke natur- 
ally on such topics as_ best- 
sellers, local musical and art 
events, lay participation in the 
liturgy, television drama, and 
current events, it just might 
happen that there would be an 
audience. Who knows? 


Pre-recorded explanations of 
slides or silent movies dealing 
with religious themes could be 
used by many organizations. 
For material in which the 
teaching of a priest is needed, 
the recording is the only sub- 
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stitute for his physical pres- 
ence. Already, this use of a 
tape recorder is receiving wide 
application. Its use is not re- 
stricted to this country. Many 
missionaries have seen the as- 
sets of multiplying their min- 
istry via the versatile tape re- 
corder. For example, Father 
Richard LeClair, C.S.Sp.,° in 
Tanganyika, East Africa, now 
uses a portable, battery-power- 
ed recorder to deliver mes- 
sages during praesidia meetings 
at which he cannot be present. 
Besides the Legion of Mary, 
many other lay groups utilize 
the communication power of 
tape. 

In this country an active 
Tape-of-the-Month club dis- 
tributes copies of talks given 
during annual Liturgical 
Weeks of past years. These on- 
the-scene addresses, along with 
question periods, are played 
before about 700 discussion 
clubs each month. After the 
tape ends, the members take 
over and discuss the ideas 
which they noted down while 
the talk was being played. Re- 
turn postage is the only fee 
expected for this service. The 
Family Life Committee of the 
National Council of Catholic 
Men is now starting a plan for 
loaning tapes on marriage and 
parenthood. The spoken word 
does remain. No doubt there 
are many other national or- 
ganizations which circulate 
past convention talks by means 
of a central tape library. 
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Person To Person 

Besides this group or social 
use of tape exchanges there is 
the more intimate, person-to- 
person correspondence by re- 
corded tape. In an organized 
form, this tapespondence can 
best be examined by detecting 
the spread of tape clubs. There 
are about a dozen tape societies 
which because of their size 
and service are repeatedly 
mentioned in magazines deal- 
ing with audio reproduction. 
The Catholic Tape Recorders, 
International, is the only ma- 
jor club based on religious 
unity. In addition to offering a 
chance for interchange of ideas 
on culture, travel, hobbies, and 
the like, the CTRI also main- 
tains a library of tapes dealing 
with spiritual topics. Access to 
this library is itself worth the 
modest three-dollar annual 
membership fee. 

Among the dozen larger tape 
clubs may also be found or- 
ganizations meant exclusively 
for members interested in sci- 
ence, organ music, or lan- 
guages. Most of the clubs are 
international and have no 
stated chief interest. 

The Voicespondence Club is 
one of these general, interna- 
tional bodies. Since it is one I 
am personally acquainted with, 
and since its structure is typi- 
cal, I will outline its opera- 
tion. 

By way of definition I quote 
directly from the official lit- 
erature of the Voicespondence 
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Club: 
operative organization of re- 


corder owners living in about 


40 different countries all over 


the world who exchange ideas, © 


conversation, music, copies of 
their phonograph records, and 
tell of the ordinary happenings 
of their daily lives.” 


An Inviting Activity 

What can a priest do in a 
club such as this? Much, of 
course, is up to his own ambi- 
tion, his own insight into per- 
sonalities based on voice con- 
tact alone. It is up to the in- 
dividual member to look 
through the hundreds of names 
in the Directory and to make 
selections of voicespondents on 
the basis of like interest. The 
name, address, profession, re- 
cording equipment, and listing 
of chosen interests, of every 
member is listed in the Direc- 
tory. Before starting corres- 
pondence via tape a member 
must be sure that the other 
party wishes to engage in the 
exchange. The initial contact is 
usually made by mailing a 
letter to one who you think 
may be willing to discuss mu- 
tual interests. It would be con- 
trary to the spirit of the club 
to use it principally as a means 
to proselytize. Such action 


would bring hostility into what — 


is by nature a friendly, infor- 
mal surrounding. 

I mention the existence of 
these tape clubs in relation to 


priestly work simply because | 
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THE TAPE-RECORDER HAS POSSIBILITIES 


any personal contact a priest 
has with others has the poten- 
tialities of being an apostolic 
contact. This is true of associa- 
tions made through recreation, 
education, or casual conversa- 
tion. In any communication of 
ideas, such as in personal tape 
exchanges, an apostolic person 
cannot cease to be what he is, a 
man with a message. 

The addresses of the major 
tape clubs are printed in every 
issue of Hi-Fi Tape Recording, 
a monthly magazine published 
by Mooney-Rowan Publica- 
tions, Inc., Severns Park, Md. 
This periodical is easily the 
most comprehensive and in- 
formative source for the tape 
enthusiast who wants to de- 
velop with the medium itself. 
Every issue contains tape-club 
news, explanations of electron- 
ics, reviews of new products, 
articles on improved _ tape 
work, a feature on tape in edu- 
eation, and a question-and-an- 
swer section. 

In Our Own Work 

Most of what has been de- 
scribed so far pertains to the 
social aspect of tape recording, 
on how it can be used to in- 
fluence, inspire, and instruct 
others. But if the apostolate 
must start with ourselves, as 
indeed it must, then it is likely 
that the tools of the apostolate 
will be equally effective upon 
ourselves. 

Tapes can be used to teach 
others the prayers of the Mass. 
The same medium can be used 
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by the priest to check up on 
his own familiarity with these 
prayers. In the privacy of his 
room he can recite the prayers 
he usually says from memory. 
During the playback he can sit 
in his own chair with a Ro- 
man Missal in his hand. It is 
well not even to take the Sign 
of the Cross for granted. If 
there be no mistakes in the 
Latin in any of the prayers 
pronunciation-wise, there may 
easily be mistakes in inflection 
or in haste—always a mistake 
where the Mass is concerned. 
When errors are noted there is 
not the embarrassment that 
might be had in the presence 
of others; there is only the 
opportunity to make the need- 
ed correction. The tape recorder 
is a kind friend; it erases our 
mistakes and never calls them 
back. 


The recorder is able to ren- 
der an even deeper assistance 
to the spiritual life of the 
priest. Repetition is essential 
to meditation. A simple 
thought, gone over many times, 
can bring rich changes in per- 
sonality. By employing a con- 
tinuous tape, a scripture quote, 
the stanza of a hymn, a liturgi- 
cal prayer, a basic doctrine, 
can be played over repeatedly. 
This is surely not an electronic 
way to holiness but it is a 
means of education. Like any 
such means, it can have a place 
in meditation. It can be used 
much as the pages of a book 
are used. 
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Culture is a part of Chris- 
tianity, a necessary effect. 

With this in mind we can 
delineate some of the ways in 
which tape recorders can fos- 
ter intellectual growth in the 
priest. 

Music is an obvious start. 
Classical, operatic, sacred, and 
modern improvisations in mu- 
sic give breadth of vision to 
the beholder. A tape musical 
library is much easier—that is, 
much cheaper — to come by 
than a similar collection of 
long-playing records. It also 
affords all the advantages of 
tape over records, such as purer 
tones, greater fidelity, longer 
playing time, and the ability to 
be re-recorded with a new se- 
lection. Starting with a collec- 
tion of blank tapes, preferably 
the 2400 foot tapes, one can 
make copies from radio or 
from discs. 

Tapes in language training 
are gradually receiving due at- 
tention. S ome _ publication 
houses, such as Henry Holt and 
Company, now sell language 
books which are meant to be 
used along with a series of 
chapter-by-chapter tapes. Uni- 
versities also are starting to 
employ the medium. Holy 
Cross is one of the pioneers. 

A Cultural Asset 

The spoken word as it re- 
mains permanently recorded in 
the form of documentaries, 
panel discussions, poetry read- 
ings, dramatizations, and lec- 
tures, is one of our chief cul- 
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tural assets. The priest who is 
exposed to this new learning 
medium is bound to have his 
thinking area expanded. Apart | 
from giving new subjects for 
thought, audio education gives 
a new format to thinking it- 
self. Thinking must involve 
language and if that language 
is to have its terminus in re- 
corded speech instead of the 
printed word, there must be 
adaptations in the thought 
process. The individual will 
choose words according to the 
way they sound, not the way 
they look; he will proceed with 
an awareness that his listen- 
ers cannot pause and reflect 
over words but must depend 
largely upon the speaker’s sim- 
summaries. The 
container, the symbols_ of 
thought, are different in speech 
and the difference has its effect 
on the ordering and arrange- 
ment of ideas. 

Culture, thought, music, cor- 
respondence, discussions, medi- 
tation, and all that pertains to 
the communication of ideas 
from one to another is being 
revolutionized by an emerg- 
ing age of preserved sound. The 
apostolate, the passing on of 
the love of Christ, cannot itself 
remain unchanged in its me- 
chanics of communication. It is 
sensitive to modern develop- 
ments. Its agents must admit 
that the audio apostolate is a 
growing reality, a thing of 
permanence. Faith does come 
by hearing. 
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Devotion v. Devotions 


Principles involved 


Soe people are inclined to 

become so taken up with a 
particular devotion or pious 
erusade that they go beyond 
what the Church intends. When 
a perfectly good devotion seems 
to promote emotionalism, su- 
perstition or fear, instead of 
good piety, stability and con- 
fidence in God, there is nothing 
wrong with the devotion it- 
self, but there is something 
wrong with the way it is being 
understood and practiced. Re- 
cently some writers found it 
necessary to remind over-zeal- 
ous champions of a current 


popular devotion to realize that’ 


there is a difference between a 
private revelation and divine 
revelation. This may be an ap- 
propriate time to recall also 
the difference between true de- 
votion and devotional practices. 
St. Thomas Aquinas takes up 
the subject of devotion (Sum- 
ma, Part II, Q. 82, art. 1-4), 
and Father Farrell includes it 
in his Companion To The Sum- 
ma (Vol. III, pp. 258-260).“De- 
votion,” writes Thomas, ‘“‘is ap- 
parently nothing else but the 
will to give oneself to things 
concerning the service of God 
The extrinsic and chief 
cause of devotion is God... 
But the intrinsic cause on our 


Father Potterton is chaplain of 
a eR Home, Syosset, New 
ork. 
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part must needs be meditation 
or contemplation. Meditation 
must needs be the cause of de- 
votion, in so far as through 
meditation man conceives the 
thought of surrendering himself 
to God’s service.” 

Commenting on the latter, 
Father Farrell writes: “That the 
thought of God is the cause of 
devotion must be obvious when 
we remember that devotion is 
an act of the will... and con- 
sequently must be preceded by 
an act of the intellect. In this 
matter too the heart cannot 
run before the head.” 

“True devotion,’ says St. 
Francis de Sales, “presupposes 
the love of God, nay rather it 
is no other than a true love of 
God; yet not any kind of love 

. when it reaches such a de- 
gree of perfection that it makes 
us not only do good, but do so 
carefully, frequently, and read- 
ily, then it is called devotion.” 

True devotion is not, notes 
Luis Granada, “an affection of 
the heart poured out in pray- 
ers,’ but ‘“a quickness and 
readiness to do it well, and to 
fulfill the commandments of 
God, and to do His service.” 

Devotions, on the other hand, 
are pious practices by means 
of which a soul gives honor to 
God or His saints. They may 
include any Church-approved 
exercise from public novenas to 
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private prayers. Their object 
extends from the Persons of the 
Trinity, through Our Blessed 
Mother, to the angels, saints, 
and the souls in purgatory. De- 
votions may be connected with 
what we know from divine 
revelation (the Passion, the 
Eucharist, the Blessed Lady, 
etc.); from apparitions and pri- 
vate revelations (Lourdes, Fa- 
tima, Paray-le-Monial,_ etc.); 
from pious tradition (St. Anne 
for the sick, St. Anthony for 
lost articles, St. Jude for the 
impossible, etc.); or from the 
instructions and practices of the 
saints. 
Means To An End 

Particular devotions, practi- 
ces, or excercises are means to 
an end, and should not be con- 
founded with devotion or de- 
votedness to Our Lord or His 
Mother which is an end in it- 
self. Devotions, like clothes, 
come in all sizes, and what fits 
one may not suit another. Some 
people have more need of spec- 
ial devotions than others. The 
important point for them to re- 
member is that unless the heart 
is fixed on the object of all de- 
votion, God as revealed to us in 
the Person of Christ, their de- 
votion is empty. 

Father Nash, in The Priest 
At His Prie-Dieu (pg. 174), 
would have us recall that “St. 
John of the Cross, and others, 
are ruthless in insisting that 
the sure way to holiness is not 
to be found in a devotedness to 
petty pieties such as often mas- 
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querades under the guise of 
sanctity ... (St. John) warns 
the soul against attachments to 
pious objects like rosaries or 
crucifixes, to certain routine 
practices of prayer ... People 
who wish to be considered holy 
and who perhaps believe that 
they are indeed aiming at holi- 
ness, will never get there until 
they learn to forget such in- 
ordinate things and seek to 
unite themselves to Christ 
alone. What the Saint finds 
fault with is not, obviously, 
pious things or practices in 
themselves, but the slavish de- 
votion which would make them 
an end instead of a means. It 
is the scientia sanctorum . . 
to use such pieties in so far and 
only in so far as they surely 
serve to unite the soul with 
Christ, and to rid oneself of 
them at once when they would 
arrogantly usurp His place in 
the heart, or at least to share 
it with Him.” 

Besides the popular public 
parish devotions and other pri- 
vate exercises which the faith- 
ful take up for many different 
reasons and motives, there are 
also Church-sanctioned partic- 
ular devotions to Our Lord and 
Our Lady which demand of 
those adopting them, varying 
degrees of personal consecra- 
tion and dedication of life. 
Since a certain spiritual con- 
version is involved here 
which is intended to change 
the course of a person’s 
interior life, we abide by the 
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sound admonition of the spiri- 
tual writers that prudent and 
prayerful consideration, reflec- 
tion, and advice be resorted to 
when making decisions which 
may affect the life of the soul, 
lest it fall victim to the de- 
ceits of the Devil. It is in ignor- 
ing this that some souls, mere 
beginners in the spiritual life, 
attempt on their own to offer 
themselves to God as victim 
souls, or make formal heroic 
acts placing their lives and their 
merits at the disposal of Our 
Lord or Our Lady. No one 
reaches the top without first 
starting at the bottom. Infants 
must crawl before they can run. 
Such is the usual process in 
spiritual development. 

Devotion or devotedness to 
Jesus and Mary is for all. Many 
exercises of devotion, e.g. the 
Rosary, Stations of the Cross, 
etc., the Church urges all to 
practice, while others she ap- 
proves but leaves to the faith- 
ful to choose, in no way indi- 
cating that any one type super- 
sedes all others. Some devotions 
are intended for more mature 
souls. The degree of prayer, 
works, sacrifices, consecration, 
and dedication will be in pro- 
portion to the love and zeal in- 
herent in the individual soul. 
Heroic acts, self-immolation and 
the like, are to be reserved for 
those more advanced souls who 
are truly devoted to Christ and 
who, with proper direction, 
really understand the signific- 
ance of their dedication. 
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The bishops and priests of 
the Church are still the ordi- 
nary authority charged with the 
mission of affording souls the 
means of sanctification. The 
“prudent and prayerful consid- 
eration and counsel” that is 
urged upon those who would 
make decisions affecting their 
interior life still holds. If a per- 
son is desirous of making a 
special consecration of his life 
to Our Lord or His Mother, he 
should seek the guidance of a 
priest who will determine 
whether or not he is interiorly 
mature enough to make such a 
decision. If, with approval, he 
makes the consecration, he 
keeps it to himself lest in talk- 
ing about it to others he nur- 
tures pride. 

‘Sacred Privacy’ 

To inquire of others whether 
or not they have this or that de- 
votion is a rude infringement 
of their right to the sacred 
privacy the soul enjoys before 
God, and a violation of the 
proverbial eleventh command- 
ment: “Mind thine own busi- 
ness.”’ If a person has not been 
attracted to a particular form 
of devotion to Our Lord or Our 
Lady there is no reason for him 
to feel guilty. The important 
thing is that he be devoted to 
THEM. If he does find a devo- 
tion that appeals to him and 
helps him, he should thank 
God and keep it to himself un- 
less, like some of the saints, he 
is inspired by God to preach 
it to others. 
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The Divine Praises: 
With the Priest? 


WALTER J. SCHMITZ, S.S., S.T.D. 


HAVE heard the Divine 

Praises after Benediction re- 
cited in unison with the cele- 
brant as well as alternating be- 
tween the celebrant and the 
congregation. Which is correct? 

We do not know of any leg- 
islation stating the exact man- 
ner in which the Divine Praises 
must be recited after Benedic- 
tion. Custom will determine 
this, but we are of the impres- 
sion that the more common 
practice is to have the people 
repeat them after the celebrant 
rather than with the priest. 
Some parishes follow the cus- 
tom of the entire congregation 
singing the Divine Praises. 

FOLDED HANDS 

Some priests in folding their 
hands have the thumb of the 
right hand crossed over the 
thumb of the left hand. Fewer, 
I have observed, have the left 
thumb crossed over the thumb 
of the right hand. Is there leg- 
islation to state which is cor- 
rect or preferred? 

In the regulations for Mass 
found in the forepart of the 
Missal, we find the following: 
“., . junctis manibus ante pec- 
tus, extensis et junctis pariter 
digitis, et pollice dextro super 
sinistrum posito in modum cru- 
CiSh aes, 
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COMMUNION RAIL 


We are building a new con- 
vent and due to a rather lim- 
ited area it would be better not 
to have a communion railing in 
their chapel. Is it permissible to 
omit the communion rail? 


The rubrics do not explicitly 
prescribe or demand a commu- 
ion rail. In large churches a 
communion rail does serve a 
very practical purpose. It acts 
not only as a barrier to keep the 
faithful out of the sanctuary 
but also serves as a support for 
the large number of people re- 
ceiving Holy Communion. It 
likewise serves as a suitable de- 
vice to provide for the commu- 
nion cloth required by the ru- 
brics. We might say that it is 
purely utilitarian. 

Monsignor Harold Collins 
(Church Edifice and Its Ap- 
pointments) remarks that in 
small chapels the communion 
rail is neither prescribed nor 
recommended. 


PENTECOST VIGIL 


What was the correct office 
for the vigil of Pentecost? Are 
pastors required by law to bless 
baptismal water on this vigil? 

According to the Ordo, the 
feast is of double rank, as of 
the Sunday following the Feast 
of the Ascension. The doxology 
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of the hymns and the versicle of 
prime are as of the Feast of the 
Ascension. The office begins 
with Matins and no commemo- 
ration of the second vespers of 
the preceding day is to be made. 
Since the regulations of 1955, 
‘the blessing of the baptismal 
font, the lessons or prophecies 
‘and the Litany of the Saints 
‘are no longer prescribed. The 
Mass begins immediately with 
the introit, Cum sanctificatus. 


Time For MAss 


Recently two of us were go- 
ing on a short vacation and 
were anxious to offer Mass as 
early as possible. There was 
quite a discussion actually how 
early we could begin. With 
varying opinions, we really did 
not get as early a start as plan- 
ned. How early could we have 
begun? 

According to the general law, 
Mass may not begin earlier than 
one hour before dawn. “Dawn 
begins with the first appear- 
ance of daylight and ends with 
the first appearance of the sun 
over the horizon. It is however 
licit to begin Mass as much as 
one hour and twenty minutes 
before the beginning of the 
dawn as astronomically deter- 
mined since only a moral com- 
putation of dawn is required. 

“In regions where there is no 
dawn for a certain period of the 
year, the time when the people 
of the place are accustomed to 
rise from sleep is to be consid- 
ered as the beginning of dawn 
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equivalently. (S.R.C. No. 614)” 
(Mullaney—Matters Liturgical) 


COMMUNION PATEN 


At the time of distribution of 
Holy Communion, is the com- 
munion plate held by the altar 
boy or the communicant him- 
self? 

Either the communicant or 
the altar boy may hold the 
communion paten. With the 
large number of communicants 
it becomes increasingly difficult 
as well as time-consuming for 
the faithful to pass the commu- 
nion plate. When legislation 
made the communion plate 
compulsory, it was preferred 
that the communicant himself 
hold the paten. However, more 
recent legislation permits the 
server to hold the communion 
paten. 

SuNnG MASSES 

What parts must be sung by 
the choir or the faithful at a 
Missa cantata? Our priests and 
choir director are not agreed 
on this. 

The Sacred Congregation of 
Rites has stated the following 
many times. The choir or faith- 
ful must sing the following 
parts: Introit, Kyrie, Gloria, 
Gradual, Tract, Alleluia, Se- 
quence, Credo, Offertory, Sanc- 
tus, Benedictus, Agnus Dei, 
Communion, and the usual re- 
sponses. 


SOLEMN VOTIVE Mass 


We are planning a celebra- 
tion on a feastday that happens 
to be a double of the first class 
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in the diocese, strictly a dioce- 
san feast. Will we be able to 
have a solemn votive Mass of 
our own patron? 


A patronal feast of the dio- 
cese is a double of the first 
class. A solemn votive Mass is 
permitted by the Ordinary of 
the diocese on certain condi- 
tions. He can not permit a sol- 
emn votive Mass on an existing 
double of the first class. More- 
over, other conditions must be 
fulfilled to allow a solemn vo- 
tive Mass, namely, it must be a 
sung Mass, a large gathering of 
the faithful must be present, 
and it must be for a grave and, 
at the same time, public cause 
or reason. 


MIssA PRO POPULO 


While on vacation must I as 
pastor offer the Missa pro pop- 
ulo where I happen to be, or 


can I arrange to have another 


priest fulfill this obligation for 


me at the resident parish? 


According to canon law (No. 


466) if a pastor is legitimately 
absent from his parish, he may 


a 


offer the Missa pro populo — 
either at the place where he 


happens to be vacationing or 
have his substitute offer the 
Mass at the home parish. 


PROPER CALENDAR 


As a member of a religious 
community, I am perplexed as 
to what Ordo to follow during 
the summer vacation when I 
am assigned to parish work in 
a diocese other than that where 
I am regularly stationed. 

A member of a religious or- 
der without an Ordo proper to 
the religious community must 
follow the calendar of the dio- 
cese where he is stationed. 


+ + 


, 


+ + 


A ‘Martyr’ to Science 


Somebody repeating the old bromide about the execution 
of Giordano Bruno in 1600 (“a martyr to science’’) recalled to 
me Father Philip Hughes’ significant note in his history of the 
Church, on the inauguration of Bruno’s statue by the anti- 
clericals of Rome in Leo XIII’s reign. Featuring in the dem- 
onstration was “the red flag of Revolution, the green flag of 
the Masons, and the black flag of Satan. That terrible day the 
Pope spent in prayer before the Blessed Sacrament exposed.” 

What drew the Satanists, no doubt, was the ex-friar’s vio- 
lent abuse of religion and his dismissal of Our Lord as a 
“magician.”—Pasquin, The Universe, London. 
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The Stranger at the Altar 


‘Always take 
a celebret’ 


mAs ar is the law with regard 
to admitting strange priests 
to the celebration of Mass? 


The Code provides a special 
agency of proof for priests who 
_ are absent from their home dis- 
tricts, whereby their status in 
the clergy may be incontestably 
established The commendatory 
letters which served this pur- 
pose in past times now assume 
the form of the celebret. In 
the current law the celebret is 
a letter of recommendation in 
which a competent superior at- 
tests the bearer’s rank in the 
hierarchy and his freedom 
from ecclesiastical censure. It 
is used by priests who are tra- 
velling and who wish to cele- 
brate Mass while on their jour- 
ney. 


A priest desiring to celebrate 
Mass in a church to which he 
is not attached, if he presents 
an authentic and still valid let- 
ter of recommendation from his 
Ordinary, is to be admitted for 
the celebration of Mass unless 
it is known that in the mean- 
time he has done something 
which would warrent that he 
be refused admittance. A secu- 
lar priest obtains this letter 
from his own Ordinary, a re- 
ligious priest from his superior, 
and a priest of an Oriental rite 
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from the Congregation for the 
Oriental Church. 


The celebret is authentic 
when it bears the signature and 
seal of the Ordinary or relig- 
ious superior who issues it. The 
canon leaves it to the Ordinary 
or religious superior to deter- 
mine for how long a period the 
testimonial shall be valid. This 
of course should be stated in 
the document. A properly au- 
thenticated celebret for the 
period of time that it is valid 
enjoys the juridical value of a 
public ecclesiastical document. 

The word “Ordinary” is to be 
understood according to the de- 
finition of this term given in 
canon 198. The religious super- 
ior from whom a religious 
priest must obtain his testimon- 
ial letter is a major superior 
or even a local superior. This 
view is held by Cappello and is 
defended by Clancy in a recent 
work. 


When a visiting priest, in 
compliance with the law, pre- 
sents an authentic letter of re- 
commendation, he is legally en- 
titled to celebrate Mass, pro- 
vided that since the issuance 
of the document it is not evi- 
dent that he has been guilty of 
an offense which would disbar 
him. Consequently the Code 
directs that he be granted ad- 
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mittance (‘“admittatur”’), and 
the pastor or the rector of the 
church may not rightfully deny 
this request. This statement is 
made in regard to an occasional 
petition. The pastor or rector 
would not be similarly obliged 
to accept a priest who would 
wish to celebrate Mass habit- 
ually in his church. 


If the visiting priest has no 
celebret, but is known to the 
rector of the church as a priest 
of good repute, he may be per- 
mitted to say Mass. Even 
though not known by the rec- 
tor, he may be permitted to 
celebrate Mass once or twice 
provided that he is dressed in 
ecclesiastical garb, receives no 
remuneration under any title 
from that church for the cel- 
ebration of the Mass, and en- 
ters his name, office and dio- 
cese in a book kept in the 
church for this purpose. 


The visitor who presents no 
letter of recommendation may 
be admitted when his good 
standing is known to the rec- 
tor. The rector has reasonable 
justification for admitting him 
if he himself knows the priest 
to be in good standing or if 
the priest’s status is vouched 
for by any trustworthy witness. 
In this case no limit is placed 
upon the number of times that 
the priest may be permitted to 
celebrate Mass. Even though 
the priest wishing to say Mass 
lacks a celebret and is not 
identified, he may still be per- 
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mitted to say Mass once or 
twice if the conditions stipula- — 
ted in canon 804, 2, are ful- 
filled. 


From this canon it may be — 
concluded that the priest who 
offers no letter of recommend- 
ation has no right to demand 
that he be allowed to say Mass. 
Since the canon merely de- 
clares that he may be admitted 
(“poterit admitti”’), it follows 
that he has no just claim to 
admittance and that permission 
to say Mass may be denied him 
by the pastor or rector. So also 
the pastor is always acting 
within his rights if he requests 
a letter of recommendation 
from a visiting priest. 


Must he make this request? 
It seems that an obligation to 
do so is present in the case of 
a visiting priest who without 
being identified asks permis- 
sion to celebrate Mass. When 
the priest is known to the rec- 
tor, the canon does not appear 
to oblige the rector to demand 
a letter of recommendation. 


The local Ordinary may make 
particular regulations on this 
matter provided that these do 
not conflict with prescriptions 
of the Code. The regulations 
enacted by him must be ob- 
served by all, including exempt 
religious, except when there is 
a question of permitting reli- 
gious priests to celebrate Mass 
in a church of their own insti- 
tute. 
The 


Ordinary’s regulations 
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must not restrict the common 
law. It is in this sense that Cap- 
pello declares that the Ordin- 
ary may not make a statute 
stating that only those priests 


' who present a letter of recom- 


mendation may be allowed to 
say Mass. Such a statute would 
be in contravention of the fac- 
ulty which the -Code grants, 
namely, of allowing priests who 
are travelling to say Mass un- 
der certain circumstances with- 
out the possession of a celebret. 
All religious priests, exempt or 
non-exempt, when desiring to 
celebrate Mass in churches of 
their own order or institute, are 
not held to conform to diocesan 
law on this matter. But when 
they ask to say Mass in a 
church which belongs to sec- 
ular priests or to an order or 
congregation other than their 
own, then they must abide by 
both the common law and 
whatever particular norms the 
Ordinary may have prescribed 
for the diocese. 

(Sullivan, “Proof of the Re- 
ception of the Sacraments”’) 


STATUS OF ASSISTANTS 
What is the canonical status 
of an assistant pastor? 


One of the most perplexing 
problems in connection with 
this matter is the determina- 
tion of the character of an as- 
sistant pastor’s position, and 
the possibility of its ever being 
made a benefice in a particular 
case. In view of the general 
principles, it can be said with 
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considerable certainty that this 
position is an office in the 
strict sense. As a generic form 
of ecclesiastical position it has 
been perpetually established for 
the entire Church by the com- 
mon law; it can be conferred 
only according to the special 
norms of the Code; and it in- 
volves a participation in the 
power of orders or of jurisdic- 
tion. 


To understand this last clause 
it is to be remembered that an 
office in the strict sense can 
exist on mere delegated power, 
provided that each specific 
erection of the office is guaran- 
teed at least some delegated 
power through a provision of 
the law. The assistant pastor’s is 
just such an office. The very 
reason for its generic constitu- 
tion by the common law and, 
consequently, for each specific 
actualization of it in any par- 
ticular place, is to assume a 
share in the care of souls, and 
thereby partially to relieve the 
pastor’s burden. 


Presupposing, then, that in 
every instance the assistant pas- 
tor is to have some powers of 
orders or of jurisdiction, the 
Code proceeds to legislate on 
how the powers which each in- 
dividual is to have are to be de- 
termined. 

Briefly, they are to be de- 
termined and delegated by the 
diocesan statutes, by the let- 
ters of the Ordinary, and by 
the pastor. If, however, in any 
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particular instance none of 
these three agencies expressly 
define and delegate his powers, 
the assistant, by reason of the 
very character of the office to 
which he is appointed, is oblig- 
ed and, therefore, is delegated 
by the common law itself to as- 
sist the pastor in the entire pa- 
rochial ministry, except in the 
application of the Missa pro po- 
pulo. 


There is absolutely no ques- 
tion here of ordinary power. 
Since the office is generically 
established in common law, or- 
dinary power could be obtained 
only if the Code attached pow- 
ers to the office as it exists 
everywhere throughout the 
Church. Yet this is not the case. 
In the clause wherein the Code 
mentions diocesan statutes, let- 
ters of the Ordinary, and com- 
mission of the pastor, ordinary 
power is obviously not meant 
because none of these agencies 
is competent to attach power to 
all assistant pastors who exist 
as well as to those who ever 
will exist throughout the 
Church, but only to the limited 
few who may come under their 
restricted domain. 


In the other clause, introduc- 
ed by the words “sed, nisi aliud 
expresse caveatur,”’ there is no 
concession of ordinary power 
by the Code, such as some au- 
thors erroneously claim for as- 
sistant pastors, because there, 
too, the clause does not refer 
to all assistant pastors, but only 
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to those individuals whose pow- — 
ers are not expressly determin- — 
ed and delegated by one of the 
three above-mentioned sources. 


This conclusion is 
substantiated by canons 874, 1, 
and 1096, 1, which show that 
the assistants’ power in the sac- 
raments of penance and matri- 
mony is only universal delega- 
tion at most. It is confirmed 
also by the fact that an assist- 
ant pastor cannot have full 
parochial power and be in the 
place of a pastor in the sense 
of canons 451, 2, and 873, 1, 
since the very nature of his 
position is not completely to 
supplant a pastor, as is the case 
with most of the other paroch- 
ial vicars mentioned in canons 
471-475. Rather it is the nature 
of an assistant’s position only 
to assist a pastor who is pres- 
ent and actually performing 
his share of the parochial du- 
ties. 


From the above it may be 
concluded that, through the dis- 
positions of the Code, each in- 
dividual assistant pastor is sure 
of participating in some dele- 
gated power. In fact, if he were 
not given any power, he would 
no longer be an assistant pas- 
tor, as is evident from canon 
476, 1. Consequently, the po- 
sition as a genus verifies the 
requisites for an office in the 
strict sense. 

(McBride, “Incardination 
and Excardination of Secu- 
lars’’) 
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Francis Thompson, 
Man and Poet 


by J. C. Reid 


Newman, Westminster, 1960 
232 pp., $4.25 


ets is an appraisal of Thomp- 
son which will perhaps offend 
the sensibilities of many who re- 
gard the poet as a combination 
literary Don John of Austria and 
British Benedict Joseph Labré. 
According to the author, Thompson 
was not a knight-litterateur halt- 
ing the Protestant tide and turn- 
ing English letters back to the 
faith, nor was he the dedicated 
saint adventuring boldly for Christ 
into the slums of London. 

The one characterization that 
would sum up Thompson as a man 
is: he had no sense of respon- 
sibility. It is possible to romantic- 
ize about his childlikeness and 
his innocence. It is possible to 
say that many who knew him loved 
him. But J. C. Reid shows us a boy 
who would not face reality, a 
youth who fled a scholastic world 
he found unpleasant, an adult who 
was too indolent to use ordinary 
caution even to exist in a civilized 
way. His was neither the embraced 
poverty of the saint nor the re- 
sented poverty of the masses. It 
was simply degradation, involving 
neither renunciation nor _ inevi- 
tability. 

We may psychologize about a 
guilt-complex or a laudanum-in- 
duced aboulia; we are still left 
with a Peter Pan who was (let us 
face it) a bum. And for Thompson 
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to be a bum was neither saintly 
nor necessary — it was madness. 
So frequently we say of those who 
sink in the world’s cesspools: he 
never harmed anybody but him- 
self. That, of course, has been said 
of Thompson. But self-destruction 
is still madness. We may pity the 
derelict who has sunk, not because 
he cannot, but because he will not 
swim. We may pity the Thompson 
whom J. C. Reid shows us; but 
we cannot admire that Thompson 
as a man, 

Can we admire him as a poet? 
Reid is just as merciless in his 
evaluation of Thompson as a poet 
as he is in his evaluation of him 
as a man. According to Reid, 
Thompson was (please, now, we 
are using the word in its literary 
sense!) just as decadent as most 
of his fin-de-siecle contemporaries. 
Moreover, he was so indolent as 
to take fewer pains than others 
with his diction. A poet, a maker, 
may have to coin now and again a 
mot juste; any facile hack-writer 
with a classical background such 
as Thompson had acquired at 
Ushaw can transmogrify the lan- 
guage with Latinisms and Greek 
transliterations if he is too lazy to 
work over his lines. Thompson, in 
addition, although excused by Reid 
of conscious plagiarism, echoed 
and even dittoed the lines of poets 
whom he had read. Many of his 
rimes are wretched. Even many of 
his thoughts are neither his own 
nor better expressed for being 
piped through his mind and pen. 

What remains, then, of worth? 
Reid says (p. 208): “. . ..we cannot 
ignore the fact that five or six 
poems of Thompson have become 
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part of the popular heritage of 
English poetry .. .” Reid continues 
in the nine remaining pages of his 
text to apply some balm to, the 
bruises he has raised in the pre- 
ceding 207 pages. The effect is 
somewhat like the handing of a 
band-aid to the victim of an H- 
bomb blast. Oh well, I always pre- 
ferred Patmore, anyway!—Vincent 
M. Eaton, S.S., St. Charles College, 
Catonsville, Maryland. 


St. Ignatius of Loyola 
by Giorgio Papasogli 


Society of St. Paul, New York 
1959, 351 pp., $4.00 


S ses fourth centenary of the 
death of St. Ignatius Loyola 
was commemorated in 1956 and 
the event brought forth many liter- 
ary tributes. Happily, one of them 
was this biography by the Italian 
hagiographer, Giorgio Papasogli. 

The book is billed as an “intro- 
duction” to St. Ignatius and it ful- 
fills this claim admirably, without 
sacrificing any of the scholarship 
required to render it historically 
accurate. The narrative itself is 
well-paced, colorful and so con- 
structed that the telling of events 
always illuminates the developing 
character of Ignatius. 

By necessity the story of Igna- 
tius involves the stories of those 
men who were his companions and 
the first members of the Society 
of Jesus. Here, too, the author 
does very well in making these 
men more than just names. Many 
of them emerge from the book as 
real people, people who reflect 
and reveal, each in his own way, 
something of Ignatius Loyola. 
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For this reviewer there are 
times when the reading of a saint’s — 
life becomes something like a small 
retreat. It does not always happen. — 
It never happens with sticky, sen- 
timental biographies. But when it © 
does happen, as it did in this case, ~ 
the book invariably gets the high- 
est possible recommendation. 


Beyond any doubt, much of the 
credit for the excellence of the 
book as it appears in English must 
go to the translator, Paul Garvin. 
His clear, effortless text gives no 
hint that it is a translation.—Ray- 
mond Gribbin, Baltimore. 


Retreat Notes 
for Religious 


by Edward Leen, C.S.Sp. 


P. J. Kenedy & Sons, New York 
1959, pp. 142, $3.50 


|s this book ever good! It is really 

a complete eight-day retreat 
by a masterful retreat master, with 
three conferences a day: The Un- 
known God, On Reality, Facing 
Our Destiny; Seeing God; Against 
Formalism, The Evil of Sin; Life 
is a Warfare, The Sacrament of 
Penance, Preparation for the Sa- 
crament of Penance; Be Ye Per- 
fect, Vow of Poverty, Dwelling 
With Christ; The Virtue of Hu- 
mility, Vow of Chastity, Practice 
of Humility; “As Little Children,” 


Obedience, Mortification; Under- 
standing the Cross, Taking Up 
the Cross, “God So Loved the 


World”; The Cross and the Mass, 
the New Commandment, Our Lady 
Our Model. 


This book contains the retreat 
notes of the last retreat a great 
and good man of God gave. It 
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was given to the Sisters of the 
Most Holy Rosary in August, 1944, 
three months before Father Leen 
died—a sudden and _ provided 
death, “in the harness,” as he 
wished to die, in the sixtieth year 
of his age. A splendid biography 
of six pages of Father Leen, writ- 
by Reginald F. Walker, 
C. S. Sp., serves as a foreword to 
the book and fills you with ad- 
miration of the man and with ex- 


- pectation of the things to come 


in the pages that follow. 


And what pages they are! 
Depths of theological and asceti- 
cal theology mingled with practi- 
eal instructions and exhortations, 
all given in a free and easy and 
conversational manner. Though ad- 
dressed to Sisters, it is only oc- 
casionally that direct reference to 
his audience is made, so that the 
book, mutatis mutandis, can be 
of the greatest utility to priests, 
brothers, and sisters, and even to 
the laity. It can be used as a book 
of meditations, of course, and for 
spiritual reading, as well as for 
a private retreat of any number 
of days. If an eight-day retreat is 
desired, here are the three con- 
siderations a day, each filling five 
or six pages. 


In brief: An unusually good col- 
lection of spiritual directives for 
sisters first of all (a most useful 
gift from the pastor), then for 
all religious and for all priests, es- 
pecially those who are called upon 
from time to time or regularly to 
give conferences to religious or 
confessional exhortations, and fin- 
ally a course in spirituality for the 
devout laity. — W. Herbst, S.D.S., 
Jordan, Menominee, Michigan. 
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Previews and Practical 
Cases On Marriage: 


Vol. I, Preliminaries 
and Impediments 


By Owen M. Cloran, S.J. 


Bruce, Milwaukee 
pp. xii and 403, 1960, $8.50 


HIS first volume of Previews 

and Practical Cases on Marriage 
treats of the canonical legislation 
on marriage found in canons 1012 
to 1080 of the Code of Canon Law. 
Some 24 pages are devoted to 
“General Provisions,” 29 to “Pre- 
liminary Requirements,” 88 to 
“Impediments in General,” 37 to 
“Impedient Impediments,” 186 to 
“Diriment Impediments,” and the 
remaining pages to “Sources” and 
to a “Bibliography of Pre-Code 
and. Post-Code Commentaries.” 
The number of pages given to each 
heading is itself an indication of 
the thoroughness of this work and 
of the discernment of the author 
in allotting to each heading the 
space dictated by the importance, 
difficulty, and extent of the sub- 
ject matter embraced by that head- 
ing. 

As the title suggests, the author 
has made use of practical cases to 
provide the basis for a study of 
the pertinent legislation. The 
cases employed have been chosen 
judiciously from the great many 
that have been brought to the au- 
thor in his 22 years as professor 
of canon law and canonical consul- 
tant and during his ten years as 
defender of.the bond of the tribun- 
al of the Archdiocese of Chicago. 
To the solution of the problems in- 
volved in each case, Father Cloran 
brings the invaluable experience 
of these many years of teaching 
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canon law, giving legal advice, and 
defending the marriage bond in 
many a marriage cause. After 
presenting the case, the author 
gives the pertinent law and legal 
principles and explains them. He 
then proceeds to a concise and 
clear solution of the case. 

In every instance, the explana- 
tion of the law and principles is 
clear, thorough, and very exten- 
sive. One can say without exagger- 
ation that the treatment in each 
case is exhaustive. One finds in 
the text itself a brief statement of 
divergent interpretations and in 
the footnotes ample indication of 
the various sources. It is gratify- 
ing indeed to see that the author 
has not only cited authorities, but 
that he has done the reader the 
favor of making it his practice 
throughout the entire work to pro- 
vide abundant direct quotations of 
adequate length, so that the stu- 
dent may the more easily evaluate 
for himself the reasons set forth 
by the different commentators. This 
practice serves also to stimulate 
interest, helps the student to be- 
come acquainted with the best 
commentators, and provides an in- 
centive to further research. Gra- 
phic charts and summaries, the 
complete and up-to-date biblio- 
graphy and alphabetical index 
will prove very helpful to all who 
will make use of this book, or 
who may wish to consult the works 
of other canonists. 

In his method and plan of this 
work and in his selection of ma- 
terial, the author evidently had 
in mind to make it possible for 
seminarians and priests to acquire 
a certain proficiency in the han- 
dling and solving of marriage cas- 
es. One achieves facility in analy- 
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zing laws and in applying them to 
actual cases presented by the laity 
only by systematic training. Father 
Cloran’s work on marriage prelim- 
inaries and impediments offers an 
easy and interesting approach to 
the acquisition of such training. 


The plan and method of this 
book makes it possible for busy 
priests occupied in the various 
phases of the ministry in our par- 
ishes to obtain a quick and accur- 
ate solution of some urgent prob- 
lem. But it also provides, as no- 
ted above, incentives and referenc- 
es for further study and more com- 
prehensive knowledge. Seminar- 
ians should be trained from the 
beginning of their course in canon 
law to know and consult the best 
authorities. They should be train- 
ed to evaluate the opinions of 
these authorities and how to con- 
sult their commentaries. Such 
training is essential for seminar- 
ians and also in a very special way 
for graduate students of canon law 
who will fill various positions in 
diocesan chanceries and tribunals. 
Father Cloran’s book is exception- 
ally well adapted to provide such 
systematic training. 

This reviewer who has served 
for many years in various positions 
on a diocesan tribunal feels that 
Father Cloran is to be highly com- 
mended for the truly excellent 
work that he has written, and 
wishes to recommend this book as 
one that will prove very practical 
and helpful to seminarians, to 
graduate students of canon law, 
and to priests who are engaged in 
parish work. The work is so well 
planned, so thorough and exhaus- 
tive in its treatment of marriage 
legislation that it could also serve 
in a useful way both teachers of 
canon law and officials of diocesan 
chanceries and tribunals.—Rt. Rev. 
Archibald M. Stitt, Detroit. 
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Red ‘Catholics’: 
How They Work 
SPIONAGE, sabotage, infiltra- 

tion and treachery have ad- 
vanced in our day to the position 
of highly developed arts. Never in 
history have spies, saboteurs and 
traitors been so well trained. Cred- 
it for this achievement goes pri- 
marily to the Communists, whose 
underground work has been so suc- 
cessful as to threaten the collapse 
of nearly every civilized govern- 
ment. 

Such activities are by no means 
confined to planting bombs under 
bridges or stealing complicated 
scientific formulas, much as the 
latter was done in this country 
and others. No less important are 
underground activities directed 
primarily at the minds of men. 

How induce an honest man to 
take part in an unjust strike, un- 
less you have first confused the 
issue? How induce breakdown of 
a nation’s moral stamina, unless 
you have first dirtied both adult 
and youthful minds, all under 
the guise of “freedom”? 

How lure young people to wor- 
ship false gods of wealth and 
stature and power unless you have 
first destroyed the sanctity of the 
home? How place a man under 
obedience to Communist superiors, 
unless you have first taught him 
to distrust and disobey his Church 
and his bishop? 

The thought is father to the 
act. He who would undermine 
your government or your religion 
must first attack your mind. 

Catholics would be stupid in- 
deed if we thought that the com- 


August / 1960 


rades have made no effort to in- 
filtrate Catholic organizations. Is 
it impossible that the zealous 
Communist underground would 
make no effort to undermine its 
most bitter enemy? -We are told 
that Bishop Paul Yi-Pin, on the 
day of his arrest by the Reds, 
was surprised to discover that 
his private secretary, who lived 
in his own home, was a Commu- 
nist. 

Naturally, an  infiltrator will 
wear the mask of a Catholic 
while engaged in his heinous 
task. If he publishes a magazine 
or newspaper he will strive to 
make it known as a “Catholic” 
publication. 

Anti-Clericalism 

To the average good Catholic, 
this is a terrifying thought. How- 
ever, there is no need for panic. 
Our Lord has given us a rule: 
“By their fruits you will know 
them.” (Matt. 7, 16) The saboteur 
must attempt to pry Catholics 
away from their bishops, else 
there is no reason for his exist- 
ence. 

Suppose that you were a Com- 
munist underground worker, and 
you were assigned to a Catholic 
publication. What would you do? 

You would play down the im- 
portance of obedience, and play 
up individual freedom. As _ re- 
gards the Pope, you would insist 
that Catholics can differ with 
him on many points without be- 
ing heretics: ‘After all, he’s not 
speaking ‘ex cathedra.’” You 
would criticize a priest or bishop 
for telling his people not to pa- 
tronize an immoral theater, point- 
ing out that this is “divisive,” that 
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he wrongfully invaded the eco- 
nomic sphere, which is none of his 
business, or that where “art” is 
concerned, he’s in over his head. 


You would infer that the only 
place for a priest is at the altar. 
You would speak out against the 
curtailment of anti-Catholic at- 
tacks, on the ground of freedom; 
but on the other hand you would 
refer to an opinion of a Catholic 
group as “pressure.” 


You would be careful not to 
speak of the virtue of obedience, 
not to mention that bishops are 
the successors of the Apostles, 
not to remind people that the 
Holy Spirit guides the Church. 
When called upon to defend the 
Church, you would write in a 
weak and unconvincing manner. 

You would be against investi- 
gations of Communism; there are 
more important things to do. Cer- 
tainly you would call to task as 
“chauvinists” those, especially 
Catholics, who are in the fore- 
front of drives to safeguard their 
country. 

You would forever babble of 
freedom and insist upon the right 
of your readers to hold their own 
opinions, guidance of priests to 
the contrary not withstanding. 
You would insist that Catholics 
should never be a group apart, but 
rather should blend with the 
crowd and maintain a smooth 
“dialogue.” 

Of course, you would make in- 
frequent aimless pious remarks 
to make everything sound very 
Catholic. At all times you would 
carefully avoid outright heresy. 

Surely you would act this way 
if you were a Communist under- 
ground worker masquerading as 
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a Catholic writer. And believe it 
or not, some so-called Catholic 
magazines and writers have been 
following such a policy for years. — 
Sometimes they do such a good 


job that the Communist press _ 


cannot restrain itself from ap- 
plauding. = 
Are these writers Reds, or 


merely “liberal” Catholics? Who 
knows? Of this you can be sure: 
in practice, it makes little dif- 
ference, it all adds up to the 
same thing. 


Regarding non-Communists who 
follow the Party line, the Reds 
have this to say: “We consider 
their work Communist work and 
want them to continue it.” (‘Daily 
Worker,” Aug. 25, 1937.) 


There is an old Latin expres- 
sion which gives the ideal of 
everyday Catholic living: “Sen- 
tire cum Ecclesia.” It means ‘to 
think with the Church.” The good 
Catholic strives to bring his think- 
ing into line with that of the 
bishops and the Pope. In these 
days of treachery, we should ap- 
ply this yardstick to every work 
which purports to be Catholic: 
Does it encourage its readers to 
think with the Church? 

Any publication or group or 
person who is continually chip- 
ping away at the foundations of 
humility and obedience, attacks 
those who would expose the Com- 
munists, minimizes the authority 
of the Holy See, takes issue with 
the advice of priests and bishops, 
and gives’ intellectual ability 
priority over the authority of the 
Church, had best be put aside as 
subversive. 

To repeat: “By their fruits you 
will know them.” 


Name Withheld 
New York 
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A More Recent Breviary 


hy aBtevinry set is a Mame 1935 

version. If anyone has a 
more recent set to give away, I 
would be very happy to be 
brought up to date. 


Sincerely in Christ, 


F. T. O’Grady 

Searboro Foreign Missions 
2685 Kingston Road 
Toronto 13, Ontario 


Gentlemen Before All 


Nee have I made our priests’ 
annual retreat without being 
edified by the sound piety of my 
brothers. And never have I sat in 
the refectory at these retreats 
without being appalled by the bad 
table manners of many of my 
confreres — and I mean neither 
“all” nor “most,” but, certainly, 
“too many.” 


As a sad sample, let’s take the 
meek toothpick. Although its use 
at table or in public is verboten by 
every authority on American man- 
ners, we see dozens of the re- 
treatants excavating with the pet- 
ulant persistence of a delirious 
gold miner. Or take the knife — 
without malicious intent, of course 
— and observe its precarious 
plight with tip resting on the 
rim of the plate and handle rest- 
ing moodily on the table. 

(And, meanwhile, the reading- 
at-meals goes on as Pronunciation, 
“in his mantle muffling up his 
face,” lies bleeding at the base of 
Language’s statue. Among the 
gems of this year’s reading was: 
‘our saint was devoted to the curia 
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animarum” — the reader apparent- 
ly was thinking of the Chancery.) 

Is not a book on good manners 
a worthy companion to a priest’s 
sacred and professional books on 
a rectory shelf? 


As I strike my own mea culpa, 
may I deplore the bad manners of 
us educated men in not observing 
the amenities of “thank you” 
notes, of written acknowledge- 
ments, of letters of congratulation. 
Cultured laymen or smart busi- 
nessmen do not fail in these 
things. And in details of personal 
appearance, a reasonably pressed 
suit is not a condemned sign of 
worldliness, a coat collar free of 
dandruff does not detract from 
the halo above, shined shoes do not 
render less. blessed the wpedes 
evangelizantium, and the os lo- 
quens sapientiam will not rebel 
against a properly held knife or 
fork. 

If your pages do not tire from 
comments on attire, may I mention 
correct clerical attire as good man- 
ners. Tritely I suggest: “You owe 
it to your public.” What would a 
priest think if he walked into a 
physician’s office and beheld the 
medico in a T-shirt? Or an at- 
torney, opening his office door as 
he sported a Hawaiian sports 
shirt? I have seen both (not at 
the same time on the same man) 
in rectory offices. Priests show the 
courtesy due to their callers by 
wearing proper clerical attire. 
When on the golf course, let’s do 
as golfers do (I do not refer to 
the score or to the XIX hole); but 
otherwise let’s do as Romans do. 

Manners, as we know, do not 
make the man — but they def- 
initely help the priest. 

At the table of Simon or Laza- 
rus, Our Lord, we may be sure, 
quietly observed the good man- 
ners of His day. In His dealings 
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with His contemporaries, He who 
brought grace was ever gracious. 


Senescens 
New York 


‘A Catechism 
for Adults’ 


Dernats I missed these things 

in paging through “A Cate- 
chism For Adults,” but I recall 
seeing in its pages 

Little about the First Person; 

Nothing (even in the related 
area of Confirmation) about the 
Third Person of the Blessed 
Trinity; 

Nothing about the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, nor about the theolo- 
gical virtues.; 

Nothing about Pentecost. 

De catechizandis rudibus? De 
rudibus catechizantibus? 

Name Withheld 
Cleveland 


A Layman on 
Church Support 


ff. has been my privilege to head 
a number of fund-raising drives 
in my own parish for the past 20 
years. From these experiences I 
have developed firm convictions 
regarding parish financing. 

1. There is no shortage of 
money. 

2. Parish financing is the simp- 
lest and easiest of all operations. 

3. The reason the first two are 
hard to come by is more the fault 
of the pastor and poor adminis- 
tration than the fault of the lay- 
man. 
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4. The discussion of money in 
itself from the pulpit is no long- 
er effective — if it ever was. It 
too often shows the pastor’s ir- — 
ritation and further irritates the 
“paying customers.” I am _ not — 
speaking here of the inspirational — 


sermon where the pastor points 


out the graces and other benefits 
to be derived from liberal sup- 
port of the pastor, but the type of 
sermon where the pastor “raises 
hell” with the parish for being so 
parsimonious. 

5. When you convince a Cath- 
olic who has been in the habit of 
putting fifty cents or a buck in 
the basket on Sunday — which he 
feels is merely the price of admis- 
sion and hence is not too con- 
cerned with what happens to it 
because he knows that the pastor 
is just getting by anyway — to 
increase that to $5.00, which may 
or may not be a sacrifice, then he 
begins to wonder what is being 
done with “my” money and he has 
a right to know. Too many pas- 
tors feel that this is none of the 
parishioners’ business. 

In this diocese a number of 
parishes, including our own, have 
adopted a 5% of gross income 
contributed to the church with 
very fine success. In our parish 
the income went up over 300%. 
One parish in our area increased 
the weekly income from $500 to 
$2500 a week, and it was all done 
by laymen ringing doorbells with 
pledgecards for weekly contribu- 
tions. I don’t think there is a thing 
wrong with the laity’s willingness 
to give generously, except poor or- 
ganization. 


Very truly yours, 
(Mr.) Thos. W. McGough 
Florence, Alabama 
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Is Hell 
‘Controversial’? 

NDER the appealing title 


“Christ’s Life In Us,” W.H. 
Sadlier puts out a new catechism 
for the 2nd grade, the year for 
First Communion. This is a book 
of 110 pages with many drawings 
to be colored, etc. The book is in- 
tended for the parents to use in 
instructing their little ones, since 
many 2nd-graders cannot read. It 
takes from the Baltimore Catech- 
ism, but changes the order and 
omits much. In the whole book, 
the word ‘hell’ is carefully avoid- 
ed. (It’s a bad word, don’t you 
know!) Even the Catholic Church 
is only called “God’s Family” by 
not so clear innuendo. 

Quotations: “The bad angels 
disobeyed God’s command and they 
committed sin.” No mention of 
what God did with them. 

“Sin gives me no happiness.” 
Tell any boy that stolen money 
which buys candy, or missing 
catechism or Mass to play brings 
no happiness, not to speak of sex, 
which is too well known even to 
these little ones. 

“Sins will always be punished”— 
and he sees the liar escaping un- 
punished. What punishment, of 
course, is not mentioned. 

“If I disobey God’s Law I may 
get lost.” Where? How? Like child- 
ren briefly lost in a supermarket? 

“Jesus is our Saviour. He saved 
us.” From what? 

“Jesus became man to die for 
our sins’ — no mention of lead- 
ing men to heaven. No mention of 
the Catholic Church which does 
the leading through her teaching 
and especially through the sacra- 
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ments. No mention that God now 
speaks to us through the Catholic 
Church. 

Possibly this book will be use- 

ful in parochial schools. Someone 
will probably say that the children 
will learn those things later. Alas, 
a large percentage end their in- 
struction with First Holy Com- 
munion. 
’ The leakage is very great and 
this doctored catechism will help 
it. Alas, again the parents do not 
help, with some praiseworthy ex- 
ceptions. There are many parents 
who read no English, and others 
who do not care. 

I wonder: When Our Lord spoke 
of hell, and hellfire, and everlast- 
ing fire, did He chase away the 
children first? And how could Our 
Lady of Fatima show hell to those 
three little really innocent children 
if it is wrong psychologically? Are 
our children today to be totally 
uninhibited? Why does the Bible 
say that “The fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom’? 

An old-fashioned priest, 
Pierre Lassalle 


Prayers for 
Holy Communion 


LL Catholics know that the 

most important moments we 
have on this earth come after 
Holy Communion when Jesus 
Christ, God, dwells inside of us 
as truly as He dwells in heaven. 
These are moments beyond hu- 
man comprehension, yet for some 
they are wasted moments. 

It was with these thoughts in 
mind that the Catholic Youth 
Council of the Diocese of Ogdens- 
burg designed a Communion 
thanksgiving card. This durable 
plastic card is small enough to 
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be carried in the wallet or missal, 
yet it is large enough to contain 
the most practical prayers to be 
recited during the precious mo- 
ments when our Saviour dwells 
inside of us. 


Among the prayers on the Com- 
munion card is the special heart- 
to-heart conversation with Jesus. 
This prayer, beaming with praise 
and thanksgiving, begs our Sav- 
ior to make us true followers, 
true members of His Mystical 
Body, the Catholic Church. The 
second prayer on the card is the 
favorite of the saints—the ‘“Ani- 
ma Christi” (Soul of Christ, sanc- 
tify me; Body of Christ, save me). 
Third comes the prayer before 
the crucifix which imparts a plen- 
ary indulgence each time it is re- 
cited after Holy Communion. This 


prayer alone has the power of 
releasing a soul from purgatory, 


yet it is not recited frequently . 


enough. 

The Communion prayers are_ 
not the only ones on the card. On 
the front of the card is the Con- 
secration to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus. This consecration contains 
a most practical rule of life for 
every Catholic man, woman and 
youth. And also on the front of 
the card, beneath the beautiful 
picture of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, is printed the Morning Of- 
fering. This perfect prayer, in 
which we give to God our prayers, 
works, joys and sufferings of each 
day, has been requested by all of 
our recent popes and shortly be- 
fore he died, Pope Pius XII said: 
“Tt will make us very happy if all 
the faithful, without exception, re- 
cite this sacred prayer.” 

What better means could there 
be for bringing the Morning Of- 


Invest through our 


MISSION CONTRACT 
(Annuity) 
A good way of aiding charity 


and receiving a reasonable 
INTEREST FOR LIFE 


for details, write to 


REV. FATHER RALPH, Nat’! Dir. 
S.V.D. CATHOLIC UNIVERSITIES 


316 N. Michigan Ave. 
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fering to countless souls than by 
supplying them with copies of it 
on the prayer card which they 
carry at all times in their wallets 
or missals? 


At first the Communion card 
was distributed only to youths, 
but the demand for it by adults 
become so great that it is now 
given to people of all ages. Thou- 
sands of cards have been passed 
out at Communion breakfasts, at 
Holy Name and Altar Society 
meetings, at parish missions, dur- 
ing convert and release-time class- 
es, and at church doors on Sunday 
mornings. The card has been de- 
scribed by writers as the most 
practical thing possible for the 
precious moments. after Holy 
Communion. 


Samples of the prayer card may 
be obtained or copies may be 
ordered by writing to the 


Catholic Youth Council 


Old Forge 
New York 


‘Watch Your Language’ 


Piya the following remarks 
are most certainly not of 
world-shaking importance, I feel 
that they are not entirely irrele- 
vant in view of the statement of 
Pius XII in his ‘Menti nostrae’’: 
“In the first place, We urge that 
the literary and scientific educa- 
tion of future priests be at least 
not inferior to that of laymen 
who take similar courses of 
study.” 
My ruminations are occasioned 
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MAKING 


There can be no short cuts in making fine pipes. 
First, each rank must be scaled individually, accord- 
ing to its role in that particular organ. Then it 


must be made, using the purest metals, by pipe 
makers apprenticed in the traditional manner. This 
is the Casavant way, and is one of the reasons for 
Casavant’s leadership. 


Casanant Hreres 


Designers and Builders of LIMITEE 
Organs and Church Furniture 


ST. HYACINTHE, P.Q., CANADA 


The famous shop 
for Catholic Books 


THE 


NEWMAN 
BOOKSHOP 


Catholic books, Prayer books 
and Bibles—all languages. We 
can supply all books re- 
viewed or advertised in The 
Priest. Catalogs available. 


For Mail Orders: Westminster, Md. 


226 N. Liberty Street — Baltimore 1, Mde 
901 Monroe St., NE—Washington 17, D.C, 
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A new approach... 
... £0 a modern need 


ADVANCED COURSE 


FOR 
CATHOLIC LIVING 
AOVANCED COURSE FOR : 4 complete years of 
Catholic Living i religious instruction for 


Catholic students in 


public high schools 


fan tages 


prepared by Sisters, 
Mission Helpers of the 
Sacred Heart 


ADVANCED COURSE FOR CATHOLIC LIVING 


At a glance — 


Book 1 (ist year) Book 3 (3rd year) 


Man as an individual in his Man’‘s moral code 
relation to God 


Book 4 (4th year) 


Book 2 (2nd year) Man — a Catholic leader 


Man in society in his relation 
to God 


“Catholic Living” looks to the future 


For the majority of students this course will be their final formal 
religious instruction. The “Advanced Course for Catholic Liv- 
ing” helps the students to meet the challenge of the very secular 
world of their futures. It stimulates Catholic thought, deepens 
Catholic convictions and establishes with more certainty Catholic 
principles for living in the students. 
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For the Teacher 


The key to this unique instruction series is the “Teacher’s Man- 
ual” for each of the four years of high school. This manual is 
divided into Instructional Units, Lesson Outlines, Sample Les- 
‘sons and Bibliographies. Suggestions for presentation. discus~ 
sion and problem solving are given along with additional source 
material. Here are the newest and most successful instruction 
techniques. 


, For the Student 


. 

The “Students’ Text Memo Pages” are a novel and practical in- 

struction manual. The “memo pages” contain lesson outlines (par- 

‘alleling the Teacher’s Manual) and blank pages for class notes. 
Students’ Text Memo Pages are flexible and challenging. They en- 

courage student discussion and creative activity. 


‘Parish Discounts (deduct from prices below) 
MINIMUM CHARGE ORDER $2.00 / DISCOUNTS START AT $2.00 


ES DUS tt eee 20%. -. 10735000- cee ae 30% 
DSS | eee 25% over $50.00 ........ nie retest . 35% 


Postpaid in U. S. and Possessions. Canada and foreign postage add'l. 


‘Complete ‘‘sample course’”’ available. See below... 


eee en Order Form ---------7= 


OUR SUNDAY VISITOR / Huntington, Indiana 


TEACHER’S STUDENTS’ TEXT 
H. S. GRADE MANUAL MEMO: PAGES 
BSE CVEAR tut 2, Gl Eee 15 9 hae eee ieee 2 ee a ($.60) 2 eR een 
PMI VOAM v2.) occ oooe ch -ccsc tees cece) (S25) eee ee ($.60) - ee es 
EOE V GAM 8. cncculessalevcctads (STUD) reacts. oct tere ($.60): 22230 eee eee 
ETRY CAL Vivi ao Sececz.cloi<, ve G3 Hiei d Ree ay te Paes. tm ($60) 2-3 ee 


[] Please send complete “sample course” for only $7.50 

TES a Ee aie ee Se lie SMe a 0 as © EE AEE Se Ne OSES err i cnet 
“AUGER LE ATS TORO SB, BR ARIE eh A nee) a rae een aeden Ay ae ee Ge 
NOR SATION AM GADD Tes DAE hes AE ieee Oi SARS an OPI Ye eae OR maT Set AS NDE iy 
City, State: 
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by a recent article in a secular 
newspaper entitled: “We Ruin 
the Language Schools Try to 
Teach.” The article predicts that 
by 1970 at least one-fourth of the 
boys and girls seeking college ad- 
mission will be rejected because 
they cannot meet college stand- 
ards for reading and _ writing. 
Some of the problems that teach- 
ers of English face are listed, in- 
cluding competition from radio 
and TV for study-time, and the 
frequently atrocious grammar 
used by entertainers on both of 
these mediums. 


Then another source of difficul- 
ty is:mentioned that, I am afraid, 
frequently includes us_ priests: 


YOUR 
CRIB 


can only be 
from 
Oberummergau 
carved in 

our studio 


We are 
sculptors in wood 


executing all types of 


In U. S. contact: Mr. Frank A. Trepani, | 
LITURGICAL IMPORTS LTD. oe | 
17 Murray Street, New York 7, N. Y. | 


“There is also a cult, which, with 
a kind of inverse snobbery, adopts | 
the expressions of the unculti- 
vated, even the ignorant, and | 
makes them a part of the lan-— 
guage ... it’s smart to be un- 
couth, in a nice way, of course.” 


It is my observation that more | 
and more priests are using gram- 
mar that certainly does not re- 
flect the education they have re- 
ceived. In the main, it is our poor 
people who have provided us with 
the kind of training that Pius XII 
urged in his Letter quoted above. 
It strikes me that we are doing 
these people an injustice when 
we use such expressions as “He 
ain’t got no,” or “that there 


book,” or “I would of went soon- 
er, but some people come to the 
door and delayed me.” As a mat- 
ter of fact, considering the educa- 


figures, crucifixes, sta- HANS & : 

tions of the cross, re- ADOLPH | 

liefs, complete church 

furnishings, ariiaete! WOODCARVERS 
OBERAMMERGAU 


Your devine is invited. 
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NOW! more than ever before... | 
A Catholic 
President? 


— an OSV pamphlet — 


is needed to clarify the Catholic _ 
position on Church-State Separa- 
tion in the United States. 


\\ So STK ish 


This timely, well-documented | 
pamphlet was written by the noted | 
Father John A. O’Brien of Notre 
Dame. Father O’Brien wrote on 
this subject for a LOOK MAGA- 
ZINE feature and also for a four- 
part series featured in OUR SUN- 


REVSIOHN A. O'BRIEN PH.D. = DAY VISITOR. 
32. pages . .. cover in color 
ail 10e ne 101,317 Copies Sold 


during May and June 
Parish Bulk Discounts 


Minimum charge order $5.00 Discounts start at $3.00 
to $10 ....20% to$50°....30% 
to $25°°....25% over $50...35% 


postpaid in U.S. Elsewhere: postage extra 


Our Sunday Visitor HUNTINGTON, INDIANA 
Please send __...... copies of “A Catholic President?” (4#:217) 
(PISS: hy OU TG eh pI SS RISE oA) A RR aR ABE ee eT RE NN 8 
LL RSD he pn as ae lad a Ie a eR A, 8 
es) ee ne es res re ah ceed eke ag 


ity orate y cS Peay rely ic! ee oe tee Oey 
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there is no particular reason why 
we should be guilty of the less. 
crude errors, such as confusing 
“may” and “might,” and “who” 
and “whom.” a 


I am convinced that any priest ; 
who thinks that using wretched | 
grammar brings him “closer to: 
the people’ is underestimating ! 
the native intelligence of people : 
who may be  ungrammatical | 
through lack of formal education. | 
I believe that they expect more 
of us, and they have a right te 
do so, after what they have spent : 
on our education. I believe that 
we embarrass them and give to 
educated laymen a handle for 
ridicule when we use crude gram- 
mar. For priests, the injunction 
“Watch your language” should 
mean more than just avoiding 


profanity. Does anyone agree 
with me? 
Fraternally, 
Parochus 
Michigan 


Retreat Houses 
for Priests? 


Hip tee you kindly publish a 
list of places where retreats. 
are given for priests, similar to 
the Retreat House at Auriesville} 
in New York? 
Very truly yours, 
An Interested Priest 
Chicago 


We will gladly correlate any: 
data supplied by our readers.— 
Editors. | 
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